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General comments  
 
The quality of work produced for this examination was encouraging. The paper differentiated very well in 
that students could answer  variety of questions at different grade level. The majority of students had been 
entered appropriately for this tier. The quality of work seen in the overlap questions was of a higher 
standard than that at the Foundation tier. The ability to use a range of tenses and more complex language 
was impressive and students were also able to express and justify opinions well.  
 
Where students failed to score marks, it was due to inaccuracies which caused errors in communicating 
messages. The usual reasons for this were either wrong verb formation during writing extended responses, 
far longer than the suggested word count, something which created greater chance of error. Another 
barrier to achievement was the omission or misinterpretation of the bullet points in Questions 1 and 2. 
 
Question 1 
 
For this question, there are 10 marks for Content and 6 marks for Quality of Language. Students are 
required to write approximately 90 words in total, about four different bullet points. All bullet points must 
be covered, but there is no need for equal coverage of the bullets. The quality of work seen was generally 
good, with many students able to provide extended responses which demonstrated their ability to develop 
ideas, express opinions and refer to different time frames. Where students were less successful, this was 
mainly due to misinterpretation or omission of bullet points and quality of language, which at this level 
led to more scope for error. 
 
Content 
 
The criteria for assessment focus on four elements: coverage of the bullet points, development of ideas, 
clarity of communication and expression of opinions. Students need to be reminded that coverage of all 
bullet points is key, as misinterpreting or omitting even one means that the award of a mark above 6 is 
impossible, given that for the award of marks in the range 7 – 10, all aspects of the task must be covered.  
 
Question 1.1  
 
This was the more popular choice with students. It was a topic with which students are familiar, but it is 
important to remind students that the specification requires them to use their knowledge to respond to 
the exact requirements of the task rather than an unconnected topic. This question was well answered by 
the majority of students who achieved higher marks.  A few students failed address one or two bullet points 
as they failed to realise the precision or could not understand the 1st bullet ‘who sang songs’ and/or the 
2nd bullet ‘what other activities took place in the fair’ therefore, this led to less marks. 
 
Question 1.2 
 
The key features of the criteria for assessment here are variety of language, attempts at complexity, time 
frames and accuracy. Students were able to show a variety of vocabulary in relation to the four bullet 
points of their chosen question.  This came automatically as they were asked to write about diverse topics. 
Both questions elicited language which referred to past, present, and future events and students had the 
possibility here to show a knowledge of different tenses. This was not always done successfully, in 
particular with the bullet points requiring reference to the past.  
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This question was well answered by a good numbers of students who achieved maximum marks in this 
question, but a few students failed to understand the 3rd bullet ‘your opinion on food bank’ and/or the 4th 
bullet ‘your future plan for charitable work’ which led to less marks.  
 
Quality of language  
 
The key features of the criteria for assessment here are variety of language, attempts at complexity, time 
frames and accuracy.  
  
Students were able to show a variety of vocabulary in relation to the four bullet points of their chosen 
question.  
  
Both questions elicited language which referred to past, present, and future events and students had the 
possibility here to show their knowledge of different tenses. This was not always done successfully, in 
particular with the bullet points requiring reference to the past.  
  
When giving opinions, many students were able to use different verbs and adjectives which added greater 
variety to their writing. Two bullet points per question directly elicited opinions.  
  
Complexity at this tier was achieved in various ways: infinitive constructions; subordinate clauses; the use 
of longer sentences formed using connectives; comparatives; negatives and the use of adjective. At this 
level, the subjunctive is probably being used in the form of a set phrase, but it still adds complexity to the 
writing.  
  
The other strand in Quality of language is the accuracy of the writing. The more common, major errors 
were with verbs, either with the wrong person or the wrong tense of the verb.  
 
Advice to students  
 
• Aim to write within the suggested number of words.  
• Mention all of the bullet points. Attempt to write something about them rather than omitting them. 

Tick off the bullet points on the question paper once they have been covered.  
• Identify which bullet points target the different time frames and check that your verb formation is 

accurate.  
• Make sure to include opinions as required by the task.  

  
Question 2  
  
For this question, there are 15 marks for Content, 12 marks for Range of Language and 5 marks for 
Accuracy. Students are required to write approximately 150 words in total on two different bullet points. 
Both bullet points must be covered, but there is no need for equal coverage. The quality of responses was 
generally high with most students able to cover both bullet points in the question they chose. They were 
also able to demonstrate the ability to express and justify opinions. Many students were able to produce 
fluent pieces of extended writing with few lapses and a variety of language. The rationale behind this new 
specification is that students use their linguistic knowledge to respond to the exact requirements of the 
task rather than just reproduce pre-learned language. Students were less successful where they had 
misinterpreted a bullet point or had written very lengthy responses, something which created more room 
for error.  
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Content  
 
The criteria for assessment focus on four elements: relevance and detail (implicit in this is coverage of the 
bullet points), the amount of information conveyed, the clarity of communication and the expression and 
justification of opinions. Students usually had no difficulty in developing ideas and expressing and 
justifying opinions, but there were occasions when inaccuracy led to a lack of clarity of communication 
(referred to as ‘ambiguities’) and this had an impact on the marks awarded.  
 
Question 2.1  
 
This question was well answered by a good number of students. They expressed their opinion and justified 
them properly. However, in the first bullet point, a few students only addressed the negative  points and 
missed the for points eg having oily/fried food’, or repeated the same ideas, therefore received less marks. 
In the second bullet few students expressed what people should do generally, instead of addressing their 
own plan on improving healthy lifestyle. Some also lost marks due to missing the future tense or their poor 
language skill. 
  
Question 2.2  
 
This was a less popular choice with students, however, vast majority of whom were able to write clearly 
about the occupations/jobs of their choice, therefore achieved high or full marks. Opinions and 
justifications were regularly included, and it was obviously a topic with which they were familiar. Although 
a few students failed to understand the word ‘pesha (occupation)’ it didn’t impede their achievement since 
they understood the work ‘chakri (jobs)’ as it was used with a slash in the question.  
 
Range of language  
 
The key features of the criteria for assessment are variety of language and the ability to produce complex 
sentences in a confident and fluent manner. It is worth noting that reference is not made to time frames or 
tenses in the criteria, but the use of these was considered as an attempt at complexity. From that point of 
view, it was pleasing to note the wide range of tenses and verb forms were used, including the conditional 
and subjunctive. The criteria for assessment for Range of Language also refer to style and register but this 
did not prove a problem given the nature of the questions.  
  
Accuracy  
 
The criteria for assessment focus mainly on verbs and tense formations, and the type of errors that 
students make. It is to be noted that a ‘major’ error is one that interferes with communication, and a ‘minor 
error’, although still an inaccuracy, does not. The majority of students were able to produce work worthy 
of three marks and above. Common major errors included the inappropriate use of infinitives and past 
participles and poor formation of the perfect tense. Minor errors included gender errors, inaccurate 
adjectival agreements, and minor mis-spellings.  
 
Advice to students  
 
• Aim to write within the number of words required. The emphasis needs to be on quality and not 

quantity.  
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• Read the bullet points and the scene setting carefully, ensuring you know exactly what they require in 
terms of response. Answer the question which is there. If ‘tumi’ (you) or ‘tomar’ (your) is in the rubric, 
make the response personal and link it to yourself in some way.  

• Ensure that what you write relates to the bullet points in some way.  
• When including complex language, check that verbs and spellings are accurate. 
 
Question 3  
 
For this question, there are 6 marks for Conveying key messages and 6 marks for Application of grammatical 
knowledge of language and structures. Given that the level of demand of the messages was aimed at 
covering grades 4 to 9, the question differentiated well, with all students able to score some marks.  
 
The sentences were divided into 13 key messages, as in the table below. 
 

1 In year 8,  
Bqvi 8-G/Aóg †kÖYx‡Z ... 

2 I didn’t like  
... Avwg cQ›` Kwi bvB| 

3 using a mobile phone. 
... †gvevBj †dvb e¨envi Kiv ... 

4 Instead, I played cricket  
Gi cwie‡Z©, Avwg ... wµ‡KU †LjZvg| 

5 with my friends after school. 
... ¯‹z‡ji c‡i eÜz‡`i mv‡_ ... 

6 My uncle stopped driving  
Avgvi PvPv/gvgv ... Pvwj‡q ... eÜ K‡i w`‡q‡Qb|  

7 his car to work. 
... Zvi Mvwo ... Kv‡R hvIqv ...  

8 This was to save the environment  
GwU wQj cwi‡ek iÿvi Rb¨ ...  

9 and reduce pollution.  
... Ges ~̀lY Kgv‡bvi Rb¨|  

10 My dad sometimes goes to the gym  
Avgvi evev ... gv‡S-g‡a¨ wR‡g/e¨vqvgvMv‡i hvb| 

11 to keep himself fit. 
... wb‡R‡K my¯’ ivL‡Z ... 

12 Next summer, 
AvMvgx MÖx‡®§/ Mi‡g, ... 

13  I will work in a café. 
... Avwg GKwU K¨v‡d‡Z KvR Ki‡ev|  

 
Most of the students gained high marks. Where students failed to achieve full or high marks it was due to 
poor knowledge of vocabulary and sentence structures. They failed to translate the terms eg, year 8, use, 
reduce pollution, keep ft, next summer etc. 
 
 
 
 
 



REPORT ON THE EXAMINATION – GCSE BENGALI – 8638/WH – JUNE 2024 

© 2024 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 7 of 8  

 

Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures  
  
Minor errors did not prevent marks being awarded for conveying key messages provided they were 
communicated. These inaccuracies were considered when deciding on the mark for the application of 
grammatical knowledge of language and structures. For example, wrong word order, the slight misspelling 
did not affect communication so were not taken into account under this area of assessment.  
  
Advice to students  
  
• Practise high frequency words and phrases, especially connectives and prepositions.  
• Check carefully that all aspects of the translation have been addressed accurately, particularly the 

little words.  
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Mark Ranges and Award of Grades 
 
Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on the Results Statistics page of 
the AQA Website. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/about-results/results-statistics
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