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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant
questions, by a panel of subject teachers. This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in
this examination. The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts. Alternative
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for. If, after the
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner.

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper. Assumptions about future mark
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination
paper.

No student should be disadvantaged on the basis of their gender identity and/or how they refer to the
gender identity of others in their exam responses.

A consistent use of ‘they/them’ as a singular and pronouns beyond ‘she/her’ or ‘he/him’ will be credited in
exam responses in line with existing mark scheme criteria.

Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aga.org.uk

Copyright information

AQA retains the copyright on all its publications. However, registered schools/colleges for AQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for their own
internal use, with the following important exception: AQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is acknowledged to a third
party even for internal use within the centre.

Copyright © 2025 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.
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Section A
Comprehension questions to be answered in target language but with no AO3 marks

Where the natural answer to a question consists entirely or partly of words or phrases from the text,
students may use that material without rephrasing it. Minor spelling errors which do not distort the meaning
will be tolerated. However, the AO2 mark will not be awarded for a response in which the student includes
irrelevant material or copies inappropriately from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an element from the original

which does not match the phrasing of the question set.
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The marks for content (AO2) and language (AO3) are awarded independently. Long summaries will be
marked for content (AO2) or language (AO3) only as far as the first natural break (usually the end of a
sentence or main clause) between 90 and 100 words. Short summaries are not subject to an automatic
penalty but in practice are unlikely to include all the required content points and will therefore be
self-penalising.

The AO2 mark is awarded for content points which contain the required information, regardless of
whether those points are expressed in the student’s own words or are partly or wholly lifted from the text.
However, no AO2 mark will be awarded for a content point where the student includes irrelevant material
or copies inappropriately from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an element from the original which does not
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match the phrasing of the bullet point. A ‘Lifted’ language will not be eligible for credit when the AO3
mark is awarded.

*Generic example of ‘lifted’ language:

1

Text includes Having finished her studies, she became a doctor.

Summary task includes the bullet point « What she did before becoming a doctor

Correct answer is She studied

Student writes in response to that bullet point Having finished her studies, she became a doctor

No credit for AO1 because the response does not match the phrasing of the bullet point. (Also no credit
for AO3 because of lifting.)

2

Text includes ... because computers will replace teachers

Summary task includes the bullet point « Technological changes anticipated

Correct answer is Computers will replace teachers or, to demonstrate successful manipulation
Teachers will be replaced by computers

Student writes in response to that bullet point because computers will replace teachers

No credit for AO1 because the response does not match the phrasing of the bullet point. (Also no credit
for AO3 because of lifting).

Minor errors are defined as those which do not affect communication.
Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication.

Minor errors include:
incorrect but close to correct spellings.

Serious errors include:
incorrect verb forms especially irregular forms and incorrect use of pronouns.

Complex language includes:

use of pronouns of all types

tenses that support conceptual complexity

connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring subjunctive
constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition

use of present and past participles.
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Mark | AO3 quality of language marks in reading summary tasks

The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors. The student
5 shows a consistently secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate complex
language accurately where required by the task.

The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor errors. The
4 student shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate
complex language accurately where required by the task.

The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors. The
3 student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate
complex language accurately where required by the task.

The language produced contains many errors. The student shows some grasp of
2 grammar and is occasionally able to manipulate complex language accurately where
required by the task.

The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature. The student shows little
1 grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex language accurately where
required by the task.

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit.
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Qu Accept Mark Notes
03.1 A = Hof 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
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Qu Accept Mark Notes
03.3 A = A9y 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
03.4 & = e 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
03.5 A = A9y 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
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Qu Accept Mark Notes
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Question 5

Translation into English
Acceptable quality of English in translations into English.

Errors in spelling
Where the candidate’s attempted spelling is a recognisable form of the correct spelling and does not
correspond to another English word, the attempted spelling is accepted.

Alternative answers

Examiners will be provided with a range of alternative answers in mark schemes but in the event that
these do not legislate for all versions and variations which candidates might produce, the guiding
principle will be that answers that convey the same intended meaning are accepted.

Successful translation
Translation will be deemed successful if an English speaker would understand the translation and if each
element of the original text figures in the translation.

Qu
The table below shows the type of answer that is acceptable for each section of the text.
05 | Award one mark per correct section then divide by two for a final mark out of 10. Half marks
should be rounded up.
Box Accept Reject
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ST AT AL have taken to the streets in a | Came down to the office
6 continuous movement.
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S rwd @R 9 families fear that
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[10 marks]
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Section B Research project Questions 6-9
Assessment Objectives 2, 3 and 4
Level of response marking instructions

Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The
descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There are marks in each level.

Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer, read through the answer and annotate it (as
instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark scheme.

Step 1 Determine a level

Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer meets the
descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that might be seen in
the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next one and decide if it
meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor and the answer. With
practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to quickly skip through the
lower levels of the mark scheme.

When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick holes in
small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If
the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use a best fit
approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide the mark within
the level, ie if the response is predominantly Level 3 with a small amount of Level 4 material it would be
placed in Level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level because of the Level 4 content.

Step 2 Determine a mark

Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark. The descriptors on how to allocate
marks can help with this. The exemplar materials used during standardisation will help. There will be an
answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the mark scheme. This
answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner. You can compare the student’s answer
with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or worse than the example. You can then
use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the Lead Examiner’s mark on the example.

You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and
assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate.

Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners. It is not intended to be
exhaustive and you must credit other valid points. Students do not have to cover all of the points
mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme.

An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks.

13
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Assessment criteria

Each assessment objective should be assessed independently.

Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay. Everything that students write must
be assessed; there is no word limit. Students writing the recommended length have access to the full

range of marks.

Assessment Objective 2

Mark AO2

Very good evaluation of the research topic

9-10 | The relevant information from the written source material has been fully understood. This
information is consistently linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments
and conclusions.

Good evaluation of the research topic

7-8 | Most of the relevant information in the written source material has been clearly
understood. This information is often linked to research findings to form appropriate
arguments and conclusions.

Reasonable evaluation of the research topic

5-6 | Some of the relevant information in the written source material has been understood. This
information is sometimes linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments
and conclusions.

Limited evaluation of the research topic

3—4 | Alimited amount of relevant information in the written source has been understood. This
information is occasionally linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments
and conclusions.

Very limited evaluation of the research topic

1-2 | A very limited amount of the relevant information in the written source has been
understood. This information is rarely if ever linked to research findings to form
appropriate arguments and conclusions.

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit.

For guidance on the evaluation of the written source in relation to the research findings, examiners are
advised to refer to the indicative content for AO4.

AO2 marks should be awarded for the success with which students have demonstrated their
understanding of the written source provided and linked information in that source to their research
findings. For examples, see items marked ‘AO2’ in indicative content.

14
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Assessment Objective 3

AO3

9-10

The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors. The
student shows a consistently secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate
complex language accurately. The student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate
to the context and the task.

The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor errors. The
student shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate
complex language accurately. The student uses a good range of vocabulary appropriate
to the context and the task.

The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors. The
student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate
complex language accurately. The student uses a reasonable range of vocabulary
appropriate to the context and the task.

3-4

The language produced contains many errors. The student shows some grasp of
grammar and is occasionally able to manipulate complex language accurately. The
student uses a limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task.

The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature. The student shows little
grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex language accurately. The
student uses a very limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task.

The student produces nothing worthy of credit.

Minor errors are defined as those which do not affect communication.

Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication.

Minor errors include:
incorrect but close to correct spellings.

Serious errors include:
incorrect verb forms especially irregular forms and incorrect use of pronouns.

Complex language includes:

use of pronouns of all types

tenses that support conceptual complexity

connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring subjunctive
constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition

use of present and past participles.

15
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Assessment Objective 4

Research project essay AO4

Mark Descriptors

Excellent critical and analytical response

Excellent knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay.
17-20 | Students consistently select relevant information to support their arguments. They
consistently use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating an
excellent evaluation of the research topic.

Good critical and analytical response

Good knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay. Students
13-16 . ) ) )
often select relevant information to support their arguments. They often use appropriate
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a good evaluation of the research topic.

Reasonable critical and analytical response

Reasonable knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay.
9-12 | Students sometimes select relevant information to support their arguments. They
sometimes use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a
reasonable evaluation of the research topic.

Limited critical and analytical response

Some knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay. Students
5-8 occasionally select relevant information to support their arguments. They occasionally use
appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a limited evaluation of the
research topic.

Very limited critical and analytical response
A little knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay. Students

1-4 rarely select relevant information to support their arguments. They rarely use appropriate
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a very limited evaluation of the research
topic.

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit in response to the question.

16
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Research topic: The role of women in Bengali society
Subtopic: Women empowerment in Bangladesh [40 marks]

Indicative content
The indicative content is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive.

¢ The emergence of women’s status in Bengali society (AO2).

o Women’s participation and achievements in the political and economic sectors (AO2).

e The Prime Minister’s initiatives in making the work environment women friendly
(AO2).

e Impact of current government’s multi-faceted law on women from all walks of life in
society (AO2).

¢ The implementation of the women empowerment qualities (AO2).

Additional points of indicative content

¢ Women’s assertive and decision-making roles in improving their position in family and
society.

e Government initiatives in ensuring full participation of women in education.

¢ Gain of women’s empowerment in the garments industry and in establishing equal
opportunity in business.

¢ Facilitating financial help to women facing obstacles in various circumstances.

e Formal recognition of women’s success in the wider community.

Research topic: Child labour in Bengali society

Subtopic: Child Labour: Current situation and challenges faced by Government
[40 marks]

Indicative content

The indicative content is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive.

A synoptic picture of child labour as displayed in Bengali society

The main reasons for students to turn to child labour (AO2).

The impact of the dropout of young students in the national development of
Bangladesh

Parental impact of encouraging child labour during the school closure (AO2).
The beneficiaries of government’s scheme for free education of children (AO2).

Additional points of indicative content

Government perspective to eradicate hazardous child labour in Bengali-speaking
societies.

Governments facing challenges due to the growth of child labour.

The negative effect of the child labour on the national education system.
Alternative ways to develop industries and business by eliminating child labour.
Recent policies and formulation of a programme as a way out of child labour.

17
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Research topic: Tourism in Bengali-speaking countries

Subtopic: Tourism Industry in Bangladesh: Prospects [40 marks]

Indicative content
The indicative content is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive.

The impact of tourism in developing the world economy (AQ2).

Different tourist spots in Bangladesh attracting tourists at home and away (AO2).
Possible ways to further develop the tourism industry in Bangladesh (AO2).
Recent planning of Bangladesh government in attracting world tourists (AO2).
Role of tourism industry with proper implementation in the socio-economic
development of Bangladesh (AO2).

Additional points of indicative content

A review of the potential of extending the tourism industry within Bangladesh.

A review of the traditional and historical tourist spots in Bangladesh.

Tourism impacting the life and livelihood of people around the tourist spots.

Types of possible tourist activities while being by the natural beauties in Bangladesh.
Government’s future plans to extend tourist attractions in Bengali society.

Research topic: Emergence of Bangladesh
Subtopic: Half a century of Bangladeshi independence [40 marks]

Indicative content
The indicative content is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive.

The immediate impact of the liberation war of 1971 around the world (AO2).
Background events of the liberation war since 1947 (AQ2).

The factors caused regional disparity between East and West Pakistan (AO2).
The mission of the Bengali people at the emergence of Bangladesh (AO2).
Importance of awareness in promoting the correct history of the liberation war
amongst the new generation (AO2).

Additional points of indicative content

¢ Nine months struggle to liberate Bangladesh.

e Freedom fighters and their heroic contributions towards the achievement of the
liberation war.

e Governments’ action plans and implementation post liberation war.
¢ Importance of inspiring the young generation about the liberation war in Bangladesh.
¢ Our duties and responsibilities to achieve the goal to establish Sonar Bangla.
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