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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant
questions, by a panel of subject teachers. This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in
this examination. The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way. As
preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts. Alternative
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for. If, after the
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner.

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper. Assumptions about future mark
schemes on the basis of one year's document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination
paper.

No student should be disadvantaged on the basis of their gender identity and/or how they refer to the
gender identity of others in their exam responses.

A consistent use of ‘they/them’ as a singular and pronouns beyond ‘she/her’ or ‘he/him’ will be credited in
exam responses in line with existing mark scheme criteria.

Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aga.org.uk

Copyright information

AQA retains the copyright on all its publications. However, registered schools/colleges for AQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for their own
internal use, with the following important exception: AQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is acknowledged to a third
party even for internal use within the centre.

Copyright © 2025 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.
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Section A
Comprehension questions to be answered in target language but with no AO3 marks

Where the natural answer to a question consists entirely or partly of words or phrases from the recording
or text, students may use that material without rephrasing it. Errors which do not distort the meaning will
be tolerated. However, the AO1 mark will not be awarded for a response in which the student includes
irrelevant material or copies inappropriately from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an element from the original
which does not match the phrasing of the question set.

Qu Accept Mark Notes
01.1 | P (positiv) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
01.2 | P (positiv) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
01.3 | N (negativ) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
01.4 | N (negativ) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
01.5 | P+N (positiv und negativ) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
01.6 | P (positiv) 1
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Qu Accept Mark Notes
021 C (Das Fahren von Autos ohne 1
' Menschen an Bord)
Qu Accept Mark Notes
02.2 | A (eine Auto-Firma) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
02.3 | B (in der Funkzentrale) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
02.4 | A (durch Fernsteuerung) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
02.5 | C (autonome Autos bestellen) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
02.6 | B (in wenigen Wochen) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
A (Es gibt keine Sicherheitsfahrer im
02.7 1
Fahrzeug.)
Qu Accept Mark Notes
02.8 | C (ein Co-Founder der Firma Vay) 1
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Qu Accept Mark Notes
1-2 Wochen vor einer Hochzeit
03.1 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
032 |Um (dem zukunftigen Brautpaar) ihre 1
' Gluckwinsche zu tberbringen.
Qu Accept Mark Notes
03.3 (Larmen durch) das (laute) 1
' Zerschlagen von Porzellan / Geschirr.
Qu Accept Mark Notes

bdse Geister vertreiben (1) das Paar
03.4 | vor Unheil / Ungliick schitzen / 2
bewahren (1)

Qu Accept Mark Notes
Essen (1)
Trinken (1)
035 Witze und Anekdoten 5
' austauschen/erzahlen (1)
(2 from 3)
Qu Accept Mark Notes

Abschied vom Leben als Ledige (1)
Beginn des Lebens als Ehepaar (1)
Liebe und Unterstitzung (1)

(2 from 3)

03.6
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Level of response marking instructions for AO3

Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The
descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There is one mark in each level.

Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer read through the answer and annotate it (as
instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark scheme.

Determine a level (mark)

Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer meets the
descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that might be seen in
the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next one and decide if it
meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor and the answer. With
practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to quickly skip through the
lower levels of the mark scheme.

When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick holes in
small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If
the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use a best fit
approach for defining the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of level 4
material it would be placed in level 3.

You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and
assure yourself that the level (mark) is appropriate.

An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks.
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Summary guestions

The marks for content (AO1) and language (AO3) are awarded independently. Long summaries will be
marked for content (AO1) or language (AO3) only as far as the first natural break (usually the end of a
sentence or main clause) between 70 and 80 words. Short summaries are not subject to an automatic
penalty but in practice are unlikely to include all the required content points and will therefore be
self-penalising.

The AO1 mark is awarded for content points which contain the required information, regardless of
whether those points are expressed in the student’s own words, or are partly or wholly lifted from the
recording or text. However, no AO1 mark will be awarded for a content point where the student includes
irrelevant material or copies inappropriately from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an element from the original
which does not match the phrasing of the bullet point.* ‘Lifted’ language will not be eligible for credit
when the AO3 mark is awarded.

*Example

Text includes ‘...obwohl diese Kinder ein hdheres Risiko hatten, spater als Erwachsene aggressiver zu
werden.’

Summary task includes the bullet point ‘die Folgen fur Kinder, die zu viel fernsehen’.

Correct answer is ‘Sie hatten ein héheres Risiko, spater (als Erwachsene) aggressiv(er) zu werden’ or,
to demonstrate successful manipulation, ‘Sie kdnnten im spateren Leben aggressiver werden’.

Student writes in response to that bullet point ‘Obwohl diese Kinder ein héheres Risiko hatten, spater als
Erwachsene aggressiver zu werden’.

No credit for AO1 because the response does not match the phrasing of the bullet point — the use of
‘obwohl’ is inappropriate. (Also no credit for AO3 because of lifting).

Serious errors are defined as those which affect communication.

Minor errors include:

incorrect spellings (unless the meaning is changed);
misuse of lower case and capital letters;

incorrect gender (unless the meaning is changed);
incorrect adjectival endings.

Serious errors include:

incorrect verb forms;

incorrect word order in main and subordinate clauses;
incorrect case endings, including pronouns.
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Mark | AO3 quality of language marks in listening and reading summary tasks

The language produced is generally accurate but there are some minor errors. The
5 student shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate complex
structures accurately where required by the task.

The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors. The
4 student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate
complex structures accurately where required by the task.

The language produced contains many errors. The student shows some grasp of
3 grammar and is occasionally able to manipulate complex structures accurately where
required by the task.

The language produced contains many errors, some of a basic nature. The student shows
2 little grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex structures accurately
where required by the task.

The language produced contains many errors, most of a basic nature. The student shows
1 very little grasp of grammar and is very rarely able to manipulate structures accurately
where required by the task.

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit.

There is no need to use different items of vocabulary from the original text/listening passage in order to
access a high AO3 mark as the AO3 mark is for manipulating structures and showing a grasp of
grammar. This could include using different items of vocabulary in some cases but need not necessarily.

Examiners will award the AO3 mark on a ‘best fit’ basis. If, for example, a student produces 70 words of
material which is relevant to six of the seven content points but omits one content point entirely, that
student could still have access to 5 marks for AO3. A mark of zero for AO1/AO2 will lead automatically
to a mark of zero for AO3 but otherwise the AO1/AO2 mark and the AO3 mark are awarded
independently.

If the material relevant to one of the content points appears after marking stops, the student can still
have access to 5 marks for AO3 based on the relevant material in relation to the other content points.
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Qu Accept (key idea underlined) Mark Notes

Bullet 1- accept: hat alte und moderne

¢ Die Altstadt sieht alt aus, (ist aber neu). (1) EI_emente (o_r ref_erence oa
mix or combination of old

e Die (schmalen) Hauser sind in hellen Farben. (1) 2 and new)
accept: 2 colours mentioned/
viele Farben/ bunt

Bullet 2: accept: stehen erst seit

¢ Die Gebaude sind neu. (1) wenigen Jahren

o Sie haben die alten Hauser ersetzt. (1) reject: _Archltektur ist neu (as
the buildings are new, but

e Es gibt viel Beton. (1) 2 the appearance is old)

(2 from 3) accept: reference to loss of

04 old houses if accompanied

by reference to the new
buildings (if “ersetzt” is not
present)

Bullet 3:

¢ Er findet die neue Altstadt nicht (ganz) richtig. (1)

¢ Er findet die Altstadt einfach zu sauber. (1)

o Sichtbare Zeichen von Leben fehlen / Es gibt 3

kein sichtbares Zeichen von Leben. (1)

e Es ist nicht typisch fir eine Altstadt. (1)

(3 from 4)

accept: nicht normal




MARK SCHEME - AS GERMAN - 7661/1 - JUNE 2025

Section B

Comprehension questions to be answered in target language but with no AO3 marks

Where the natural answer to a question consists entirely or partly of words or phrases from the recording
or text, students may use that material without rephrasing it. Errors which do not distort the meaning will
be tolerated. However, the AO2 mark will not be awarded for a response in which the student includes
irrelevant material or copies inappropriately from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an element from the original
which does not match the phrasing of the question set.

Qu Accept Mark Notes
ACEJKP
A (Klara nennt ihre Eltern Mami und
Mama.)

C (Klara wohnt in einer liebevollen
Familie.)

E (Katrin und Marc teilen sich das

05 Sorgerecht fir ihre Kinder.)

6 in any order
J (AuRRer der Organisation eines
Urlaubs haben Katrin und Marc kaum

Probleme.)

K (Nach wie vor ist die haufigste
Familienform Mutter, Vater, Kinder.)

P (Es gibt immer mehr
Regenbogenfamilien.)

10
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Qu Accept Mark Notes
06.1 | (verschiedene) Wollstoffe 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
06.2 | (Zimmer)gymnastik 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
06.3 | Sie sah von ihrer (Hand)arbeit auf 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
06.4 | (Sie fand sie) liebenswert 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
06.5 Sie trug ein (gestreiftes) Leinenkleid 5
' und (1) einen Ledergirtel (1).
Qu Accept Mark Notes
Sie war schlank (1) und grof3er als Effi accept: eine Handbreit hoher
(ihre Tochter) (1) als Effi
06.6 schon (1) 2
(2 from 3)
Qu Accept Mark Notes
06.7 | (Ihre turnerischen) Drehungen 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
06.8 | Akrobatin 1

11
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Qu Accept Mark Notes
07.1 | NA (nicht angegeben) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
07.2 | F (falsch) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
07.3 | R (richtig) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
07.4 | NA (nicht angegeben) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
07.5 | R (richtig) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
07.6 | F (falsch) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
07.7 | R (richtig) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
07.8 | R (richtig) 1
Qu Accept Mark Notes
07.9 | R (richtig) 1

12
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Qu Accept Mark Notes
C (erbaut)
J (gestorben)
H (geoffnet)
08 B (besucht) 8 answers must be in this

G (genannt)

K (inspiriert)

F (gedreht)

A (beigetragen)

order

13
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Level of response marking instructions for AO3

Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The
descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There is one mark in each level.

Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer read through the answer and annotate it (as
instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark scheme.

Determine a level (mark)

Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer meets the
descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that might be seen in
the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next one and decide if it
meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor and the answer. With
practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to quickly skip through the
lower levels of the mark scheme.

When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick holes in
small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If
the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use a best fit
approach for defining the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of level 4
material it would be placed in level 3.

You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and
assure yourself that the level (mark) is appropriate.

An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks.

14
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Summary guestions

The marks for content (AO2) and language (AO3) are awarded independently. Long summaries will be
marked for content (AO2) or language (AO3) only as far as the first natural break (usually the end of a
sentence or main clause) between 70 and 80 words. Short summaries are not subject to an automatic
penalty but in practice are unlikely to include all the required content points and will therefore be
self-penalising.

The AO2 mark is awarded for content points which contain the required information, regardless of
whether those points are expressed in the student’s own words, or are partly or wholly lifted from the
recording or text. However, no AO2 mark will be awarded for a content point where the student includes
irrelevant material or copies inappropriately from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an element from the original
which does not match the phrasing of the bullet point.* ‘Lifted’ language will not be eligible for credit
when the AO3 mark is awarded.

*Example

Text includes ‘...obwohl diese Kinder ein hdheres Risiko hatten, spater als Erwachsene aggressiver zu
werden.’

Summary task includes the bullet point ‘die Folgen fur Kinder, die zu viel fernsehen’.

Correct answer is ‘Sie hatten ein héheres Risiko, spater (als Erwachsene) aggressiv(er) zu werden’ or,
to demonstrate successful manipulation, ‘Sie kdnnten im spateren Leben aggressiver werden’.

Student writes in response to that bullet point ‘Obwohl diese Kinder ein héheres Risiko hatten, spater als
Erwachsene aggressiver zu werden’.

No credit for AO2 because the response does not match the phrasing of the bullet point — the use of
‘obwohl’ is inappropriate. (Also no credit for AO3 because of lifting).

Serious errors are defined as those which affect communication.

Minor errors include:

incorrect spellings (unless the meaning is changed);
misuse of lower case and capital letters;

incorrect gender (unless the meaning is changed);
incorrect adjectival endings.

Serious errors include:

incorrect verb forms;

incorrect word order in main and subordinate clauses;
incorrect case endings, including pronouns.

15
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Mark | AO3 quality of language marks in listening and reading summary tasks

The language produced is generally accurate but there are some minor errors. The
5 student shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate complex
structures accurately where required by the task.

The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors. The
4 student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate
complex structures accurately where required by the task.

The language produced contains many errors. The student shows some grasp of
3 grammar and is occasionally able to manipulate complex structures accurately where
required by the task.

The language produced contains many errors, some of a basic nature. The student shows
2 little grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex structures accurately
where required by the task.

The language produced contains many errors, most of a basic nature. The student shows
1 very little grasp of grammar and is very rarely able to manipulate structures accurately
where required by the task.

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit.

There is no need to use different items of vocabulary from the original text/listening passage in order to
access a high AO3 mark as the AO3 mark is for manipulating structures and showing a grasp of
grammar. This could include using different items of vocabulary in some cases but need not necessarily.

Examiners will award the AO3 mark on a ‘best fit’ basis. If, for example, a student produces 70 words of
material which is relevant to six of the seven content points but omits one content point entirely, that
student could still have access to 5 marks for AO3. A mark of zero for AO1/AO2 will lead automatically
to a mark of zero for AO3 but otherwise the AO1/AO2 mark and the AO3 mark are awarded
independently.

If the material relevant to one of the content points appears after marking stops, the student can still
have access to 5 marks for AO3 based on the relevant material in relation to the other content points.

16
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Qu Accept (key idea underlined) Mark Notes
) accept: (sie) hat kein
Bullet 1: . ,
« Es stort sie nicht. (1) Problem mit dem Begriff
o Der Begriff ist zu eng definiert. (1) 2 reject: es stort % hicht
(unless accompanied by
a reference to Pamela,
making the meaning
clearer)
Bullet 2:
o Sie wird (haufig) angesprochen. (1) 5
09 |* Sie macht Fotos mit Fans. (1)
Bullet 3:
o Am Anfang wurden ihre Inhalte / wurde sie in
i i . - - .
China koplert. (1) Need an indication of
e Sie hat dann auch selber die Inhalte hochgeladen past time frame
/ sie hat (sie) dann selber hochgeladen. (1) 3

Die Anzahl ihrer Follower ist sehr schnell /
innerhalb von wenigen Jahren gestiegen. (1)

Accept any expression
that reflects the idea of a
quick growth in followers

17
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Acceptable gquality of English in translations into English

Errors in spelling

Where the candidate’s attempted spelling is a recognisable form of the correct spelling and does not
correspond to another English word, the attempted spelling is accepted eg weight mis-spelt as waight is
acceptable but mis-spelt as wait gives another word and so causes ambiguity.

Alternative answers

Examiners will be provided with a range of alternative answers in mark-schemes but in the event that
these do not legislate for all versions and variations which candidates might produce, the guiding
principle will be that answers that convey the same intended meaning are accepted.

Successful translation
Translation will be deemed successful if an English speaker would understand the translation and if each
element of the original text figures in the translation.

Example
Accept Reject
Dies war bisher ohne die | Previously that was not Previously that was not
Hilfe von anderen nicht possible without the help possible without other
mdglich. of others. help.
Up until then it was Up until then it was
possible only with the help | possible with the help of
of others / with other others.

people helping.
Previously it was important

Previously the help of for other people to help.
others was essential for
this to take place. Up until then nothing was

possible without the help
of others.

18
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Qu | The table below shows the type of answer that is acceptable for each section of the text. Award
10 | one tick per correct section.
German Fosslly © 2ngllisl” Other acceptable answers EEEERElE
answer answers
Warum sind _
englischsprachige , English songs English
Songs bei den Why are songs in English-language songs speaking
1 | deutschen English popular among | \\ih the German youth songs
Jugendlichen German young people?
beliebt? teenagers
5 Aus mehreren For many reasons various / numerous / several / more
Grinden. y - multiple
Diese Lieder werden | These songs are very omission of
3 | sehr oft international | often promoted often
gefordert, internationally
demanded
da man sie in der because
Regel auf der as, normally, they are as a rule
4 | ganzen Welt understood all over the throughout the world / worldwide
versteht. world.
Das kann man von
g | deutschen The same can't be said | The same does not apply to...
Liedtexten nicht of German lyrics. song texts
behaupten.
Daher sorgt die _
6 | Musikindustrie dafiir, | Therefore, the music o
dass industry ensures that
music in English is easily
die accessible to all.
englischsprachige English-language music _
2 | Musik von jedem can be listened to and everyone can listen to and buy
gehort und gekauft bought by everyone / music in English
werden kann, anyone _ o _
“englischsprachige” in section 1
must not also be penalised here
no matter where they live
irrespective / regardless | wherever they live / wherever
8 | egal wo man lebt. ; .
of where they live. one lives
AuBerdem glauben Furthermore, many In addition / besides / moreover
9 | viele junge young Germans believe | / additionally / also
Deutsche, dass that young German people
10 Musik dieser Art this style of music type of music / music like this

einfach besser klingt.

simply sounds better.

just

[10 marks]

19




