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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as. .. to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 4 series overview

The standard of the responses, which were equally strong irrespective of text choice, was impressive. All
the questions provided good opportunities for candidates to show their knowledge and/or to apply their
analytical and evaluative skills, and many wrote intelligent, focused answers to the essay and extended
response 15-mark questions. Candidates did not seem to struggle with understanding what the
questions required. The essay questions in particular were completed to a very high standard.

Most candidates were able to gain very high marks in the comprehension-style 4-, 5- and 6-mark
questions in Sections A and B. Most were well prepared and knew the passages under consideration
well, which resulted in some very impressive short answer responses.

The longer 15-mark questions proved more challenging, and candidates had to adapt their knowledge in
their analysis of content and language; some were better than others at this skill. So, marks for these 15-
mark questions varied more widely than for other types of question and there seemed to be a similar
spread of marks across all the commentary questions in Sections A and B. In terms of technique, the
best candidates kept their focus on the question and provided analysis of content and style with the
question in mind. Lower-scoring candidates did not always cover passages in enough detail, selecting a
more limited range of content from which to draw. A few produced a lot of stylistic analysis in what
sometimes appeared to be a list of technical terms with examples but crucially often did not explain the
effect of the technical usage in relation to the question.

In general, the essays were answered well. Candidates understood what content was required and were
able to produce focused, wide-ranging and often convincing arguments to answer questions. Grasp of
detail was often good and many candidates offered detailed reference to the texts, often with impressive
quotation, in support of their arguments. Again, there seemed to be a similar spread of marks across the
three essays.

4 © OCR 2025
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Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally:

Candidates who did well on this paper

generally:

demonstrated a logical and chronological
approach to the Greek extracts, addressing a
wide range of key aspects relevant to the
question

exhibited a sound understanding of the Greek
language and were able to interpret and
evaluate its meaning effectively

supported their arguments with frequent and
well-chosen quotations from the texts

provided accurate English translations
alongside each Greek quotation to aid clarity
and comprehension

explored the impact of specific literary
techniques on the audience, showing
sensitivity to authorial choices

reflected thoughtfully on the potential for
differing responses between contemporary
and modern audiences

produced detailed and developed responses
to extended questions, explaining their ideas
with depth and clarity

structured responses to 15- and 20-mark
questions effectively, using concise
introductions and conclusions to frame and
clarify their approach

maintained a consistency of coverage through
their responses, making reasoned attempts
where they were uncertain rather than leaving

gaps.

e showed insufficient knowledge of the text,
leading to a narrow focus on particular
sections of an extract, rather than addressing
it as a cohesive whole

e omitted substantial portions of the passage in
15-mark commentaries

e tended to be brief and lacked depth, resulting
in insubstantial responses overall

e paraphrased or retold the story in a narrative
style, rather than engaging analytically with
the Greek

¢ tended to use basic literary devices, such as
the use of superlatives or word placement,
without addressing more sophisticated
stylistic features

o frequently repeated the same stylistic point,
such as word placement, throughout the
extract, rather than exploring a broader range
of literary, structural, and linguistic techniques

e quoted the Greek without accompanying
English translations, reducing clarity

o left gaps in their responses and did not
attempt reasoned guesses, missing
opportunities to gain partial credit.

© OCR 2025
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Section A overview

The two 15-mark extended responses in Section A were generally completed to a high standard, with
many candidates demonstrating strong analytical skills through effective evaluation of the poets’ word
choices and stylistic techniques.

Most candidates were able to refer accurately to the text in support of their points and offered competent
commentary on both content and language. Many responses were securely within Level 4 — clearly
proficient, although not always reaching the highest level of analytical depth. In some cases, this was the
result of uneven technique: candidates often focused too extensively on the opening lines of a passage,
leading to rushed or incomplete treatment of the later material as time constraints began to affect their
performance.

Question 1 (a)*

1 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

© Benedict Gravell, Charlie Paterson, Chris Tudor, Neil Treble, Sam Baddeley,
Stuart R. Thomson, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS and A Level:
2024-2026, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2023.

From @¢ &pa toi mepl vexgov Opideov, o0dE mote Zevg to

KATTETOV, VT’ €010a kQatenV étavvooe Kgoviwv.

Passage removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Homer, lliad XV1.644-662

(a)* How does Homer show the horror and uncertainty of war in this extract?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

6 © OCR 2025
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There were two elements to this question: horror and the uncertainty of war. Zeus’ oversight of events
was well considered and there were plenty of examples of this throughout the passage. Candidates were
sometimes a little less confident in spotting and analysing the examples of the cruelty of warfare that are
spread through the passage. In particular, the last four lines contained much useful content in this
respect and Sarpedon’s gruesome death, the pile of corpses and the brutal conflict over his corpse were
sometimes relatively neglected. Lack of time might have been a factor here. Technical analysis was
often detailed and there was plenty of analysis of word placement, enjambment and alliteration; virtually
everyone wrote fully and often well in answering this question.

Misconception

techniques on a contemporary/modern audience. Identifying stylistic features such as
enjambement or anaphora is crucial in this type of question, but in order to secure the highest
marks available, the candidate must explain why that particular effect could have an impact.

O Some candidates across all the 15-mark questions neglected to explain the effect of literary

Exemplar 1
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This exemplar shows a response to Question 1 (a) that was awarded 14 out of 15. The candidate works
logically through the extract and as a result covers the text well. They quote and translate the Greek
accurately and engage with Homer’s language in a particularly forensic way, unpicking words and
phrases and exploring their meaning in the context. At times, the response becomes a little too narrative
and insufficiently evaluative, which is why it was not given full marks.
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Question 1 (b)

© Benedict Gravell, Charlie Paterson, Chris Tudor, Neil Treble, Sam Baddeley,
Stuart R. Thomson, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS and A Level: 2024—-
2026, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2023.

From &g @dro, ITatgoxAog &’ dvexaleto moAAOV OMticow to
ai kév mawg pv €Ang, dwr) O ToL VX0 AMOAAWV.’

Passage removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Homer, lliad XVI1.710-725

(b) Translate wc ¢pato ... opokAnoeiev aAnvau (lines 1-5). [5]

This was mostly answered well. The first three lines were often translated accurately, although minor
errors sometimes occurred in the last two lines. Some incorrectly offered fight in the turmoil’ and some
were not precise enough translating the infinitive ‘to shut them in’ in the last line, offering instead ‘to
gather’.

Question 1 (c)

(c) tavT adga ... evxog ATOAAwV (lines 6-16): how does Apollo motivate Hector in these lines?  [6]

Most candidates were given full marks or close to full marks on this question. Knowledge was good, and
the mark scheme allowed scope for crediting a wide range of points. Some candidates included
quotations from the text to support each point, which was excellent but not technically required to secure
the marks.

10 © OCR 2025
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Question 2 (a)*

2 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

© Benedict Gravell, Charlie Paterson, Chris Tudor, Neil Treble, Sam Baddeley,
Stuart R. Thomson, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS and A Level: 2024-
2026, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2023.

From Too@og: AAA’ igOL pévrol — mEog Tad’ avbadeotéga to

Daidga: éa 1’ APAQTELV: OV YAQ €6 0 AUAQTAV®.

Passage removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Euripides, Hippolytus 304-323

(a)* How does this extract reveal the dramatic tension between Phaedra and the Nurse?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

Most candidates grasped the theme well and were able to show how the tension between the Nurse and
Phaedra develops. There was often a detailed focus on the first half of the passage, but relatively less on
the stichomythia section in the second half and ideally candidates should aim for more balance in their
response. Analysis of the Nurse’s assertive words and tone in the first six lines was particularly good and
a few impressively commented on the antilabe in lines 7-9. Some candidates were a little less certain of
the interplay in lines 14—22. Comment on the Nurse’s probing questions was often good but sometimes
candidates neglected to analyse the precise nature of Phaedra’s cryptic replies. Slightly more could have
been said by some candidates about her defiled heart, her mysterious ‘destroyer’ and her sense of the
wrong she is committing. Nevertheless, there were many excellent responses that sustained the analysis
right through the passage and focused on the contributions of both characters in detail.

11 © OCR 2025
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Question 2 (b)

© Benedict Gravell, Charlie Paterson, Chris Tudor, Neil Treble, Sam Baddeley, Stuart R.
Thomson, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS and A Level: 2024-2026, Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2023.

From ®aidga: YAwaoor yag ovdev motov, 1y Ovgaia pev to
00’ e OnAciarot yiyveoOatl kakov.

Passage removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Euripides, Hippolytus 395-410

(b) Translate yAwoon yao ... vikwoa tpovvonoaunv (lines 1-5). [5]

Translations were typically very accurate, despite the complexity of translating lines 1-2 into clear
English. Lines 4-5 were almost always correct.

Question 2 (c)

(c) Toitovd'... yiyveoOar kaxov (lines 6-16): Phaedra has told the Nurse and Chorus that she will
explain her thought processes to them. What ideas does Phaedra reveal in these lines? [6]

This question allowed for a range of potential responses, each worth 1 mark, and candidates tended to
perform very well, identifying six pieces of information about what Phaedra is thinking. Most scored 5 or
6 marks.

12 © OCR 2025
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Section B overview

Overall, responses to Section B were of a comparable standard to those in Section A. Candidates
demonstrated a strong understanding of the Greek, and showed clear knowledge of the plots of their
chosen texts.

Performance on the lower-tariff comprehension questions was generally high. Candidates who had
thoroughly learned their set texts typically responded with confidence and accuracy, with many achieving
full or near-full marks.

Question 3 (a)

3 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

© Benedict Gravell, Charlie Paterson, Chris Tudor, Neil Treble, Sam Baddeley,
Stuart R. Thomson, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS and A Level: 2024-2026,
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2023.

From “‘vov 8’ NABov mediovd’ &mo vnwv: nwbev yao to
000’ éTUmn: MoA€es YaQ év avtw xadkov Edacoav.

Passage removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Homer, lliad XXIV.401-421

(@) vovd'... PpaciAnec Axauwwv (lines 1-4): what information does Hermes give to Priam about the
Greeks in these lines? [4]

There were many accurate responses to this question. Most candidates achieved full marks.

13 © OCR 2025
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Question 3 (b)

(b) Translate tov o' nueiBet ... moovONKkev AxiAAevc (lines 5-9). [5]

This was well answered. A few candidates used ‘put him out for the dogs’ or something similar for
‘thrown him to the dogs’, which was marked as a slight error.

Question 3 (c)

(c) Tovd avte ... xaAkov éAacoav (lines 10-21): what does Priam learn about Hector’s body? [5]

Most candidates had detailed knowledge of the text and scored full marks.

14 © OCR 2025




OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in Classical Greek - H444/04 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Question 3 (d)*

© Benedict Gravell, Charlie Paterson, Chris Tudor, Neil Treble, Sam Baddeley, Stuart
R. Thomson, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS and A Level: 2024—-2026,
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2023.

From &g doa pwvnoag anépn meog pakeov ‘OAvunov to
Tel@ovo’, OVOE Tig E0TLV ATV KAL AoLyov apovval.

Passage removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Homer, lliad XXIV.468-489

(d)* How does Homer make this meeting between Priam and Achilles particularly powerful?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

This was usually answered well. Candidates focused mostly on Priam’s isolation in the first few lines, the
potential threat of Achilles and his heroic colleagues, Priam’s act of desperate supplication, and Priam’s
impassioned appeal to Achilles’ sense of parental respect.

The best answers also sensitively commented on such ideas as the importance of divine support for the
meeting, Achilles’ separation from others (his continuing grief, perhaps?), Priam’s quick approach to
Achilles, the seemingly contradictory meaning of the extended simile, the emphasis of the amazement
shown by all in having the King of Troy in their midst, and the precise points of comparison between
Peleus and Priam in the last few lines. There was much productive use of stylistic technical terms in
analysing language.

15 © OCR 2025
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Question 4 (a)

4 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

© Benedict Gravell, Charlie Paterson, Chris Tudor, Neil Treble, Sam Baddeley, Stuart R.
Thomson, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS and A Level: 2024-2026, Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2023.

From ®aidga: vueig d¢, maideg evyeveig Tpolnvia, to
KOLVT) LETAOXWV OW@EOVELY Habnoetat.

Passage removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Euripides, Hippolytus 710-731

(a) Translate vueic d¢ ... dei&erv ot (lines 1-5). [5]

This was usually answered well. Some candidates mistranslated tooovde with phrases such as ‘this
thing’ and some used ‘to show’ for dei&ewv instead of ‘to reveal'.

16 © OCR 2025
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Question 4 (b)

(b) kaAwc éAeEal’ ... PovAevooual (lines 6—-14): how does Phaedra show a positive side to her
character in these lines? [5]

Most candidates showed excellent knowledge of detail to secure the marks and were able to evaluate
what Phaedra’s words show of her character rather than simply writing out a translation.

Question 4 (c)

(€) xatov Yy’ €v ... cwdoovety nabnoeta (lines 16-23): what does Phaedra reveal about the future
here? [4]

This question was answered particularly accurately by most candidates.

17 © OCR 2025
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Question 4 (d)*

© Benedict Gravell, Charlie Paterson, Chris Tudor, Neil Treble, Sam Baddeley, Stuart R.
Thomson, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS and A Level: 2024—-2026, Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2023.

From InnoéAvtoc: éyw 8’ axouog eig 6xAov dovvat Aoyov, to

nEOOLVNOG eipL, magOévov Puxnv Exwv.

Passage removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Euripides, Hippolytus 986-1006

(d)* How effectively does Hippolytus try to prove his innocence in these lines?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

There were many good answers but this question perhaps tested candidates more than most. Many
included Hippolytus’ claims of modesty regarding his oratory in the first few lines although some
laboured over it. Many also mentioned his assertive claims of his chastity, his reverence of the gods, his
reliability with friends and his virginal nature in the last few lines. Some tended to focus on the beginning
and end of the passage and mainly left out the middle section. The best responses also commented on
ideas such as the logical structuring of his argument, Theseus’ hostility, Hippolytus’ hyperbole in some of
his claims, his complete rejection of the marriage bed, and the subtleties of his attitude towards friends.

18 © OCR 2025
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Exemplar 2
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This exemplar was awarded full marks. The response was accurate and focused effectively on the
question throughout. The candidate demonstrated a clear grasp of the Greek and was able to evaluate
the impact of Euripides’ powerful language by identifying and exploring his use of stylistic features.
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Question 5 (a)*

5 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

© Benedict Gravell, Charlie Paterson, Chris Tudor, Neil Treble, Sam Baddeley, Stuart R.
Thomson, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS and A Level: 2024—-2026, Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2023.

From Awovuvoog: GAN’ wvmeg éveka TNVOE Trv okeLvTVv EXwv to
‘HoaxAng: fovAel Taxelav KAl KATAVTI 0OL POACW;

Passage removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Aristophanes, Frogs 108-127

(a)* How does Aristophanes make Dionysus’ planned visit to the Underworld appear humorous to the
audience?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

Most candidates were able to analyse the general comic aspects very well: the list of distinctly upper-
world things that Dionysus expects to see in Hades, Dionysus’ naive haste in the quickest and most
temperate route down, Heracles’ suggestions that all involve suicide, and Dionysus’ misinterpretation of
them. The best answers also teased out such aspects as the character-based humour of Xanthias’
contribution and Heracles’ mockery of him, Heracles’ teasing in his supposedly serious contemplation of
the various routes, the use of the punch line and Dionysus’ utter naivety (and stupidity). The key to a
good answer was, as usual, consideration of the whole passage rather than just the obvious selections.

21 © OCR 2025




OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in Classical Greek - H444/04 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Assessment for learning

phenomenon, and candidates cannot rely on simply describing a phrase as ‘funny’ without

@ The Aristophanes text is challenging because humour is such a subjective and nuanced
explaining what makes it so.

To do well in commentary questions such as Question 5 (a), candidates must be able to
recognise the huge range of different types of humour that the playwright uses to entertain his
audience, ranging from crude and slapstick to complex metatheatre or political satire. The
comprehensive analysis of Aristophanes’ comic writing on pp. 470-471 of the OCR Anthology
for Classical Greek 2024-2026 is particularly useful.
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Question 5 (b)

© Benedict Gravell, Charlie Paterson, Chris Tudor, Neil Treble, Sam Baddeley, Stuart R.
Thomson, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS and A Level: 2024-2026, Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2023.

From Evountidng: ovk av pedeipnv tov Ogovov, un vovdéter- to
Awdvvoog: énioxeg oUToG, W MOALVTIUNT AloXUAE.

Passage removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Aristophanes, Frogs 830-851

(b) Translate ovk av peOeiunv ... étegateveto (lines 1-5). [5]

Most candidates were given full marks on this question as knowledge and accuracy were good.

Question 5 (c)

(c) @ daupove'... alt’ €oeic (lines 6-14): what differences does Aristophanes show here between
Euripides and Aeschylus? [5]

All answers showed good knowledge of the passage and sensibly included comment on both poets,
despite the fact that it was confusing to write about each playwright from the perspective of his rival.
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Question 5 (d)

(d) mav’ AloxVAe ... moAvtipnt’ AloxvAe (lines 15-23): how is Dionysus portrayed in these lines?

[4]

As with Question 4 (b) there may have been a small element of literary analysis implied in the question.
Most showed good knowledge of detail and an ability to clearly answer the question. The mark scheme
allowed plenty of opportunity for candidates to gain full marks and most did.
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Section C overview

In the essay responses, many candidates produced successful answers of an appropriate length, with
Level 4 performance being commonly achieved. The open phrasing of the essay questions allowed for a
range of valid approaches, and all candidates were able to offer at least a creditable response. Many
candidates produced thoughtful and relevant answers that demonstrated sound engagement with the
material.

Assessment for learning

In order to reduce their workload in a complex paper such as this one, candidates should aim

@ to define the key terms of the question and to include a brief summary of how they plan to
structure the essay. This will give parameters to their essay and allow them to stay on track,
rather than going off at a tangent. Candidates are advised to spend at least 5 minutes on their
essay planning before they start writing in earnest.

Question 6*

6* ‘Humans live lives that are entirely defined by suffering.’

How true is this statement of the books of The lliad that you have read? [20]

There were many good or very good answers to this question. It offered the opportunity for candidates to
show excellent knowledge from the books studied of brutal death, various forms of grief expressed by
the characters and their sense of loss.

Most candidates also put forward some counter-argument such as the importance of kleos in defining a
hero’s legacy, or explored the close bonds of family and friends that made the characters’ lives
worthwhile. The best answers also mentioned philosophical aspects brought out in the scene between
Achilles and Priam such as the jars of Zeus and the importance of reconciliation and renewal in framing
their arguments. Knowledge was often excellent, and arguments were often well structured and
convincing.
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Question 7*

7* |Is Hippolytus or Phaedra more to blame for the tragic events in Euripides’ Hippolytus?

Give reasons for your viewpoint. [20]

This was also well answered. Most answers considered both Phaedra and Hippolytus in equal measure
commenting on such aspects as Hippolytus’ overly arrogant disdain for Aphrodite, his self-satisfied
nature, his misogyny and his tragic adherence to his oath, and Phaedra’s manipulation by Aphrodite, her
cruelty in her accusation against Hippolytus and her fixation on her and her children’s reputation. Good
responses sometimes went a little further and included ideas such as Theseus’ initial inflexibility in his
conclusions, the roles of Aphrodite and Artemis on human events and the role of the nurse in
considering which of Hippolytus or Phaedra were more responsible for the tragic events. Candidates
knew the text well and many answered with impressive insight.

Exemplar 3
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This exemplar outlines some of the reasons for Hippolytus’ guilt. The response is written in clear English
and communicates the candidate’s ideas clearly and concisely.

Question 8*

8* ‘A modern audience unfamiliar with ancient Greek theatre can never find Frogs entertaining.’

To what extent do you agree with this statement? [20]

Responses to Question 8 were often well structured, with argument balancing both the familiar and
unfamiliar aspects of the text for a modern audience. There was good comment on the enduring
familiarity of such comedy as scatological humour, slapstick, word play and character humour. Many
candidates argued that the basic elements of the play such as the journey to the Underworld, the
contrast between old school and new school playwrights and the need for a saviour could be deduced
and understood. They also mentioned less familiar aspects such as the satirical presentation of
contemporary politicians and characters in Athens, the religious background, and references to specific
events such as the Battle of Arginusae that would be less easy to understand. However, most concluded
that even with these constraints the play could still be enjoyed. Candidates’ appreciation of Aristophanes
came through in the enthusiasm with which they wrote.
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