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ADDITIONAL MATERIALS

Resource Material for use with Section A.

You may write your answers in a WJEC pink 16-page
answer booklet.

You may also write your answers on a separate answer
sheet if preferred.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Use black ink, black ball-point pen or your usual
method.

Answer ALL questions in Section A and B.

Write your answers in the separate answer booklet
provided or on a separate answer sheet if preferred.

Write the question number in the left-hand margin at the
start of each answer.

If you use a separate answer sheet, write the question
number at the start of each answer.

Leave at least two line spaces between each answer.
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You are advised to spend your time as follows:

Section A
— about 10 minutes reading
— about 50 minutes answering the questions

Section B

— spend 30 minutes on each question
— about 5 minutes planning

— about 25 minutes writing

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

Section A (Reading): 40 marks
Section B (Writing): 40 marks

The number of marks is given in brackets at the end of
each question or part-question.
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SECTION A: 40 marks
Answer ALL the following questions.

The SEPARATE RESOURCE MATERIAL FOR USE WITH
SECTION A is a newspaper article, ‘Jersey woman
becomes the first person to swim the English Channel
across six decades’.

The extract which begins on page 9 of this booklet is an
account of Captain Matthew Webb’s attempt to swim the
English Channel in 1875.

Read the newspaper article in the separate
Resource Material.

11 (a)
How long did Sally Minty-Gravett’s eighth Channel
swim take? [1 mark]

(b) Who told Sally that she should attempt to swim
the Channel? [1 mark]

() Name ONE activity that Sally thinks she might like

to learn to do after retiring from swimming.
[1 mark]
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How does the writer try to show that Sally
Minty-Gravett loves sea and Channel swimming?

You should comment on:

what readers are told about Sally Minty-Gravett’s
sea and Channel swimming

the use of language, tone and structure
[10 marks]

You must refer to the text to support your
comments, using relevant subject terminology
where appropriate.
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To answer the following questions read the
account which begins on page 9 of this
booklet of Captain Matthew Webb’s attempt to
swim the English Channel.

13(a) What is Captain Webb compared to when he
begins his swim? [1 mark]

(b) How long did Captain Webb think his Channel
swim would take? [1 mark]

(¢) What could be heard as Captain Webb came close
to completing his swim? [1 mark]
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“We are never sure that Captain Webb’s attempt to
swim the English Channel will be successful, until
the very end of Arthur Payne’s account.”

To what extent do you agree with this view?

You should comment on:

what the writer says

how the writer says it. [10 marks]

You must refer to the text to support your
comments.
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To answer the following questions you must
use BOTH texts.

15.

16.

Using information from both texts, explain briefly
the weather conditions faced by Captain Webb
and Sally Minty-Gravett on their Channel swims.

[4 marks]

You should make it clear which text you are
referring to.

Both of these texts are about swimmers who have
successfully swum the English Channel.

Compare:

what makes Sally Minty-Gravett and Captain Webb
successful Channel swimmers

how the writers show what makes them
successful Channel swimmers. [10 marks]

You must use the text to support your answers
and make it clear which text you are referring to.
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In 1875, Captain Matthew Webb attempted to
swim the English Channel. This account of
the swim was written by Arthur Payne, who
was in the support boat.

Our support boat was got ready and at one o’clock

our brave Captain Webb, committed to becoming the
first person to swim the English Channel and well
smothered in thick grease for warmth, dived in from the
end of the Admiralty Pier. As he swam away, his broad
shoulders shooting through the water and gleaming in
the sunshine, he very much resembled some large seal
or huge fish, not merely in smell but in appearance, and
swimming strongly with a stroke of twenty-two to the
minute.

By 3pm quantities of dolphins were now swimming
around us. Some in our boat thought these creatures
may have been attracted by the smell of the grease with
which Webb had covered himself. Soon after 7pm the
sun set and all this time Webb continued with the same
steady stroke. He rarely spoke, evidently determined

to do or die. It began to grow dark and by 10pm he

had been in the water nine hours when he suddenly
cried out, “l am stung.” It startled all of us and we

felt this might be the signal for giving up the attempt.
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Fortunately, however, a jelly-fish had only touched his
shoulder and in a few minutes he reported himself as
feeling all right.

In the early morning mist the chalk cliffs near Cape
Gris-Nez in France were visible but Webb now showed
evident symptoms of fatigue; he appeared very anxious
as he knew the tide would shortly turn, carrying

him away from the French coast. He was now only
swimming sixteen strokes to the minute, and appeared
to labour very much. Webb had thought he would
complete the swim in about fourteen hours but he had
already been in the water eighteen hours, and the tide
had now turned, carrying him every moment further
away from the goal he so longed to reach. He began

to lose all hope and at that moment there was but one
opinion, and that was that he had no chance.

Webb, fearfully exhausted, still toiled on bravely. He
could do little more than keep himself up; his hands
seemed to drop and his legs were so weak that he could
barely bring them together at the end of each stroke.
We had, however, now drifted till we were directly off
Calais Pier and we could see that at last Webb was
drawing slowly into shore. He could not have been more
than 200 yards from shore but he was barely keeping
afloat after more than twenty-one hours in the sea. It
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was now or never — twelve strokes a minute, and barely
that. Although rain clouds had begun to form, a crowd
had gathered on the sands near the pier and cheered
till they were hoarse. He was within 100 yards of shore
and some men struck up “Rule Britannia”. Finally, Webb
touched ground in about three feet of water, a triumph
of his endurance. He tried to stand up but fell heavily
forward. In a second, two men were by his side and
each took an arm. They assisted him to shore where

he was covered in a blanket and driven off to the Paris
Hotel, Calais.
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SECTION B: 40 marks

Answer Question 21 AND Question 22.

In this section you will be assessed for the quality of
your writing skills.

For each question, 12 marks are awarded for
communication and organisation; 8 marks are awarded
for vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation and
spelling.

Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.

You should aim to write about 300—400 words for each
task.

21. You are asked to give a talk to your class with the
title:

‘Toys/ Games of my childhood’.

Write what you would say in your talk.
[20 marks]
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22. Write a lively article for your school/college
magazine with the heading:

The Ultimate Teenagers’ Guide to Keeping Fit and
Healthy [20 marks]

You can use the following space or a separate
sheet of paper to plan your work.

END OF PAPER



