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Card 1 – Being a young person in French-speaking society

Les jeunes francophones et le mariage

Malgré la loi sur le mariage pour tous, qui autorise le mariage homosexuel, le nombre de jeunes 
mariés en France diminue. Les jeunes s’aiment mais ne veulent plus s’épouser.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Le concept du mariage est de moins en moins important pour les jeunes en France/ailleurs dans le 
monde francophone. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Dans quelle mesure la cohabitation et le PACS sont-ils plus populaires que le mariage parmi les 
jeunes francophones ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss why young French people are less interested in marriage
•	 discuss how marriage has changed over recent years in France

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 explain why alternatives to marriage are more attractive to young French-speaking 

people
•	 discuss the changes of marriage and how and it could evolve further

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 2 – Being a young person in French-speaking society

L’influence de la mode sur les jeunes francophones

La mode a toujours été importante pour les jeunes Français. Elle nous permet de faire partie d’un 
groupe et renforce la confiance en soi. La mode marque une différence sociale.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

La mode est importante pour l’expression de l’identité sociale chez les jeunes en France/ailleurs 
dans le monde francophone. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Dans quelle mesure la mode peut-elle exercer une mauvaise ou une bonne influence sur les 
jeunes francophones ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss why fashion is important for many young French people
•	 explain how it makes them feel and act

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss the negative and/or positive aspects of fashion
•	 explain why some young French people do not follow fashion

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 3 – Being a young person in French-speaking society

Les jeunes francophones attirés par une année sabbatique

Une enquête récente révèle que les jeunes francophones sont de plus en plus nombreux à prendre 
une année sabbatique. Ils veulent découvrir des pays inconnus et leurs cultures locales.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

La motivation principale des jeunes francophones pour justifier une année sabbatique est la 
découverte personnelle. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Quels sont les avantages d’une année sabbatique pour les jeunes francophones ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss why more and more young French-speaking people want to have a gap 

year
•	 give the reasons for this

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss the benefits of a gap year for young French speakers
•	 explain how it can help shape young francophones

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 4 – Understanding the French-speaking world

Un musée grand ouvert au jeune public

Depuis son ouverture, encourager la connaissance et le plaisir de la découverte des œuvres d’art 
aux jeunes générations est au cœur du grand projet du musée d’Orsay à Paris.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Les musées ont une grande importance dans le monde francophone. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Pourquoi les jeunes francophones s’intéressent-ils si peu aux musées ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss the importance (if any) of museums in French-speaking countries
•	 explain what museums offer and/or represent in the French-speaking world

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss why young French speakers are not interested in museums
•	 explain what can be done to encourage these young people

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 5 – Understanding the French-speaking world

Le lion de Waterloo

Le lion de Waterloo est un monument construit en 1826, pour commémorer la gloire nationale 
belge, sur le site de la bataille de Waterloo. Il représente la victoire des alliés sur Napoléon.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Il est important de se souvenir des évènements historiques d’importance nationale en  
Belgique/ailleurs dans le monde francophone. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Pourquoi est-il nécessaire d’avoir des monuments dans le monde francophone ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about  
their views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during  
the assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss why (or why not) it is important to commemorate historical events in 

Belgium or elsewhere in the French-speaking world
•	 give examples of this

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss why (or why not) monuments are necessary in the French-speaking world
•	 give appropriate examples

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 6 – Understanding the French-speaking world

Le Festival des Francofolies de La Rochelle

En juillet, plus de 150 000 festivaliers se réunissent pour cinq jours de concerts. Les Francofolies 
offrent à tous les publics une programmation qui encourage la découverte de la chanson 
francophone.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Il est très important de promouvoir la chanson francophone. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Pourquoi les musiques anglophones et latinos sont-elles plus populaires chez les jeunes 
francophones ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss why it is important to promote Francophone music
•	 explain what can be done to encourage it

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss reasons why English-speaking/Spanish-speaking music is so popular
•	 explain how Francophone music can adapt in the future

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 7 – Diversity and difference

Les Français très favorables à la diversité culturelle

80 % des Français, 5 % de plus que l’année dernière, considèrent que la diversité est essentielle. 
Elle encourage l’intégration sociale et célèbre les différences et les traditions culturelles.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

La diversité culturelle est un avantage pour la société en France/ailleurs dans le monde 
francophone. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Pourquoi certains Français/francophones sont contre la diversité culturelle ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss the advantages of cultural diversity for French and francophone society
•	 give the reasons for these views

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss why some people in France/French-speaking countries are against 

cultural diversity
•	 give the reasons for these views

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 8 – Diversity and difference

L’intégration en France

La France est un pays qui essaie de mélanger les nationalités et les ethnicités. Ce qui fait la force 
de la France, c’est d’être un pays « arc-en-ciel ».

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Malgré une population multiethnique, les immigrés en France/ailleurs dans le monde francophone 
ont toujours du mal à s’intégrer. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Que pourrait faire le gouvernement pour accélérer l’intégration en France/ailleurs dans le monde 
francophone ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 explain why some immigrants find it easy (or hard) to integrate into  

French/francophone society
•	 give reasons for this

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss the measures that could be taken to improve integration in France or in 

other French-speaking countries
•	 give examples or further reasons for this

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 9 – Diversity and difference

La discrimination au Québec

La sensibilisation à la diversité aujourd’hui représente presque un changement d’attitude chez les 
Québécois. Mais malgré tout ça, la discrimination reste bien présente, surtout pour les immigrés.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Malgré tous les efforts, la discrimination existe toujours dans la société au Québec/ailleurs dans le 
monde francophone. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Que peut-on faire pour résoudre le problème de la discrimination au Québec/ailleurs dans le 
monde francophone ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss whether Quebec or other French-speaking countries can eliminate 

discrimination
•	 explain why there is discrimination

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 explore possible solutions to eliminate discrimination in Quebec or other  

French-speaking countries
•	 give examples to support this

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 10 – France 1940–1950: The Occupation and post-war years

La vie des Français pendant l’Occupation

En France occupée, la population manquait de tout et manger était devenu la préoccupation 
principale des familles. Tout était rationné et chacun recevait des rations de plus en plus réduites.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Sous l’Occupation, les Français ont souffert d’énormes privations. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Qu’est-ce que les Français ont dû faire pour survivre ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 explain how difficult day to day life was for the French
•	 give examples of the hardships the French people endured

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 explain what the French had to do to survive
•	 give examples of what the French did

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 11 – France 1940–1950: The Occupation and post-war years

Le théâtre français pendant l’Occupation

Malgré l’Occupation, la censure et le contrôle total, les Français allaient au théâtre. Les 
représentations ont continué pendant ces années noires et sont restées très importantes jusqu’à 
nos jours.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Les Français voulaient échapper à la réalité et cherchaient à se divertir au théâtre. Êtes-vous 
d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Quels problèmes avaient les metteurs en scène et les acteurs français à cette époque ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss the reasons why the French wanted to go to the theatre
•	 explain how going to the theatre helped them

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 explain the problems French stage directors and/or actors had at that time
•	 give examples of what they had to do to get round censorship when staging plays

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 12 – France 1940–1950: The Occupation and post-war years

La reconstruction sociale en France

En 1945, la France est en ruines. Il a fallu la reconstruire au niveau social et économique. Dans ce 
but, la sécurité sociale est créée pour fonder un nouvel ordre social.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Après la guerre, la France a dû reconstruire ses villes et son économie, bien sûr, mais aussi sa 
société. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Quels changements sociaux ont eu le plus grand impact sur la société française ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss why society in France had to change
•	 explain what changes took place

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss which social changes were the most profound
•	 explain their effect on French society

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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GCE A LEVEL FRENCH

SUMMER 2024 MARK SCHEME

COMPONENT 1: SPEAKING (60 MARKS)

Principles of Marking

Conduct of the Speaking assessment

Examiners are required to familiarise themselves with section 3.2 of the specification.

General Advice for Visiting Examiners

You are asked to read and digest thoroughly all the information in the stationery pack. 

Particular attention should be paid to the following instructions regarding marking:

•	 as an examiner you must be positive in your approach. Look for opportunities to reward rather 
than penalise. Candidates who use strategies such as adjusting the message, circumlocution, 
self-correction or repair strategies should not be penalised

•	 Task 1: Independent research project – make sure you are familiar with the assessment grids 
for the independent research project

•	 Task 2: Themed card – make sure that you are familiar with the assessment grid for marking 
the stimulus card and that you consider the marks and descriptors carefully when awarding a 
mark for each assessment objective.

Timings for each section of the assessment must be adhered to. Any speaking evidence which 
exceeds these timings will not be credited.

If a candidate’s speaking assessment falls short of the stipulated timings, the candidate may 
self-penalise as it is likely that there will not be enough speaking evidence to access the full mark 
range.

As the examiner you must present the two theme-based stimulus cards using the grid on page 4. 
The candidate must choose which of the two cards he/she wishes to prepare for Task 2.

Applying banded mark schemes (Speaking)

Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has descriptors for the performance level of 
that band.

Stage 1 – Deciding on the band

When deciding on a band for each assessment objective, the assessment should be viewed 
holistically. Beginning at the lowest band, you should look at the descriptors for that band and see 
if they match the qualities shown in the candidate’s response. If the descriptors at the lowest band 
are evidenced, you should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band until 
the descriptors match the response. 

If a candidate’s assessment covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a 
‘best fit’ approach should be adopted to decide on the band. For instance, if the response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the mark awarded would be close to the top 
of band 2 as a result of the band 3 content. Small omissions in some parts of their response may 
not negatively affect the mark awarded.
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Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark

Once the band has been decided, you can then assign a mark. WJEC will provide standardising 
material to be used as reference material throughout the assessment period.

When marking, you can use this material to decide whether a candidate’s response is of a superior, 
inferior or comparable standard to the examples provided. You are reminded of the need to revisit 
the standardising material as you apply the mark scheme in order to confirm that the band and the 
mark allocated are appropriate to the response given.

When you are marking the candidate’s responses to the stimulus card you should consider the 
indicative content given for each card. However, you must bear in mind that the indicative content 
is not exhaustive and is for guidance only. Reward all valid responses.

The indicative content is given on each of the following stimulus cards to assist with marking.

Component 1

Speaking assessment – mark allocation

Marks AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total marks

Task 1a: Presentation of 
independent research project 5 5 10

Task 1b: Discussion of 
independent research project 5 15 10 30

Task 2: Theme-based discussion 
using stimulus card 5 5 5 5 20

Total marks 10 10 20 20 60
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at
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ar
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