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Card 1 – Being a young person in French-speaking society

La politique et les jeunes

L’engagement civique des jeunes Français est en déclin et ils s’intéressent peu à la politique. Ceci 
inquiète les politiciens car les jeunes d’aujourd’hui seront les adultes de demain.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Tous les Français et Françaises ont la responsabilité morale de contribuer à la société. 
Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Que peut-on faire pour être un bon citoyen ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss to what extent they agree that every French person has to contribute to 

society
•	 give reasons why it is or it is not important

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 give examples of how young people can be good citizens
•	 give reasons for this

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 2 – Being a young person in French-speaking society

Les jeunes Français et la technologie

Nés dans l’ère numérique, les jeunes Français devraient être capables d’utiliser les nouvelles 
technologies. Leur capacité à maitriser ces nouveaux outils dépend de leur milieu et de leur 
entourage familial.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Tous les jeunes Français maitrisent parfaitement la technologie. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Quelle est l’importance de la technologie pour les jeunes Français d’aujourd’hui ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss to what extent young French people can master the use of technology
•	 give the reasons for this view

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss why modern technology is important to young French people
•	 give the reasons for this view

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 3 – Being a young person in French-speaking society

Le chômage et les jeunes Français

Selon l’Insee, le taux de chômage des jeunes Français était de 20 % en 2023, nettement supérieur 
à celui des autres tranches d’âge et bien plus que la moyenne européenne.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Les jeunes Français et Françaises ont beaucoup de mal à trouver du travail. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Que peut-on faire pour améliorer la situation pour les jeunes chercheurs d’emploi en 
France/ailleurs dans le monde francophone ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss to what extent young people find it difficult to find work
•	 give reasons for this view 

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss what can be done to help young people find work
•	 give examples to support this view	

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 4 – Understanding the French-speaking world

La Belgique, le pays des fêtes

Il existe des centaines de fêtes régionales en Belgique, dont beaucoup qui datent du Moyen Âge. 
Elles font partie de l’identité belge, bien plus que les gaufres, le chocolat ou les frites.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Le chocolat est bien plus important pour l’image de la Belgique que les fêtes traditionnelles. 
Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Dans quelle mesure les fêtes et les traditions ont-elles de l’importance dans les pays francophones ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss to what extent Belgium is more famous for its chocolate than its traditions
•	 give the reasons to support this view

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss the extent to which festivals and traditions are important in the  

French-speaking world
•	 reasons for or against this view

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 5 – Understanding the French-speaking world

La musique francophone au Québec

On constate que moins de 10 % des jeunes Québécois écoutent de la musique francophone sur 
les plateformes en ligne. On propose alors une loi pour la promotion de la musique québécoise.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

La musique francophone est en déclin. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Que faut-il faire pour promouvoir la musique francophone ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about  
their views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during  
the assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss whether music from French-speaking countries is on the decline
•	 give reasons for this view

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss what measures would help to promote French music
•	 give examples to support this view

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 6 – Understanding the French-speaking world

Les jeunes Français et le cinéma

Depuis vingt ans, la part des jeunes qui fréquentent les salles de cinéma en France s’est fortement 
réduite. On accuse le streaming illégal et les plateformes de vidéos à la demande.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Selon les jeunes Français, le cinéma n’est plus à la mode. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Comment peut-on encourager les jeunes à aller plus souvent au cinéma en France/ailleurs dans le 
monde francophone ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss what young French people think about going to the cinema
•	 give reasons for this view

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss what can be done to promote the cinema in France to young people
•	 give examples to support this view

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 7 – Diversity and difference

Les difficultés d’intégration des immigrés

Un tiers de la population française est issue de l’immigration et pourtant les enfants des immigrés 
sont plus confrontés au racisme et réussissent moins bien à l’école que leurs parents.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Les enfants d’immigrés ont encore plus de problèmes que leurs parents. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Que devrait faire la France pour faciliter l’inclusion des immigrés et de leurs enfants ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss whether second generation immigrants in France have more problems 

than their parents
•	 give reasons for this view

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss who is responsible for social inclusion
•	 give reasons and examples to support this view

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 8 – Diversity and difference

La marginalisation sociale en France

Même dans une société libre, démocratique et développée comme la France, on ne peut pas 
garantir que tous ses membres aient accès aux mêmes chances, aux mêmes services et aux 
mêmes avantages. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

On ne peut jamais éliminer la marginalisation. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Que peut-on faire pour améliorer la situation des marginalisés dans la société française ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss whether marginalisation can ever be eliminated
•	 give reasons for this view

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss what measures can be put in place to help the marginalised in France
•	 give examples to support this view

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 9 – Diversity and difference

La discrimination en France 

Bien que la discrimination soit interdite par la loi française, les cas de discrimination augmentent. 
Les discriminations liées à l’origine, au sexe, à l’orientation sexuelle ou au handicap restent 
marquées.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Les Français ont un comportement discriminatoire. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Que peut-on faire pour lutter contre la discrimination en France/ailleurs dans le monde 
francophone ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss whether the French discriminate against others
•	 give reasons for this view

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss what can be done to fight discrimination
•	 give examples to support this view

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 10 – France 1940–1950: The Occupation and post-war years

La Résistance et la Libération

On a longtemps cru en France que le rôle de la Résistance avait été essentiel pour la Libération. 
Ce rôle a apparemment été secondaire et exagéré par des générations de politiciens Français.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

La Résistance a très peu contribué à la Libération de la France. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Quel rôle a joué la Résistance pendant l’occupation allemande ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss whether the French Resistance had any role to play in liberating France
•	 give reasons for this view

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss what role French Resistance fighters played during the German 

occupation
•	 give examples to support this

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 11 – France 1940–1950: The Occupation and post-war years

Le cinéma français sous l’Occupation

L’occupation allemande a certainement été une période contestée du cinéma français. Par 
contraste, elle est considérée comme l’une des plus créatives de l’histoire du septième art en 
France.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Le cinéma français, à l’époque, a dû faire face à d’énormes problèmes. Êtes-vous d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Dans quelle mesure le régime de Vichy a-t-il utilisé le cinéma français comme instrument de 
propagande ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss the problems French cinema had to face
•	 give examples to support this view

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss whether the Vichy government used French cinema as a propaganda tool
•	 give reasons and examples to support this

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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Card 12 – France 1940–1950: The Occupation and post-war years

La reconstruction de la France

Quand la France a été libérée après cinq ans d’occupation allemande, son économie, sa société 
et son infrastructure étaient dans un état catastrophique. On a dû donc tout reconstruire et 
moderniser.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

La reconstruction de la France après la Deuxième Guerre mondiale a été remarquable. Êtes-vous 
d’accord ?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase this supplementary 
question.

Quels changements, à l’époque, ont amélioré la vie des Français ?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in French if they have any questions to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may:
•	 discuss how remarkable the post-war reconstruction of France was 
•	 give reasons for this view

In response to the unseen question the candidate may:
•	 discuss what the French benefitted the most from
•	 give reasons for this view

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant points 
argued by the candidate.
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GCE A LEVEL FRENCH

SUMMER 2025 MARK SCHEME

COMPONENT 1: SPEAKING (60 MARKS)

Principles of Marking

Conduct of the Speaking assessment

Examiners are required to familiarise themselves with section 3.2 of the specification.

General Advice for Visiting Examiners

You are asked to read and digest thoroughly all the information in the stationery pack. 

Particular attention should be paid to the following instructions regarding marking:

•	 as an examiner you must be positive in your approach. Look for opportunities to reward rather 
than penalise. Candidates who use strategies such as adjusting the message, circumlocution, 
self-correction or repair strategies should not be penalised

•	 Task 1: Independent research project – make sure you are familiar with the assessment grids 
for the independent research project

•	 Task 2: Themed card – make sure that you are familiar with the assessment grid for marking 
the stimulus card and that you consider the marks and descriptors carefully when awarding a 
mark for each assessment objective.

Timings for each section of the assessment must be adhered to. Any speaking evidence which 
exceeds these timings will not be credited.

If a candidate’s speaking assessment falls short of the stipulated timings, the candidate may 
self-penalise as it is likely that there will not be enough speaking evidence to access the full mark 
range.

As the examiner you must present the two theme-based stimulus cards using the grid on page 4. 
The candidate must choose which of the two cards he/she wishes to prepare for Task 2.

Applying banded mark schemes (Speaking)

Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has descriptors for the performance level of 
that band.

Stage 1 – Deciding on the band

When deciding on a band for each assessment objective, the assessment should be viewed 
holistically. Beginning at the lowest band, you should look at the descriptors for that band and see 
if they match the qualities shown in the candidate’s response. If the descriptors at the lowest band 
are evidenced, you should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band until 
the descriptors match the response. 

If a candidate’s assessment covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a 
‘best fit’ approach should be adopted to decide on the band. For instance, if the response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the mark awarded would be close to the top 
of band 2 as a result of the band 3 content. Small omissions in some parts of their response may 
not negatively affect the mark awarded.
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Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark

Once the band has been decided, you can then assign a mark. WJEC will provide standardising 
material to be used as reference material throughout the assessment period.

When marking, you can use this material to decide whether a candidate’s response is of a superior, 
inferior or comparable standard to the examples provided. You are reminded of the need to revisit 
the standardising material as you apply the mark scheme in order to confirm that the band and the 
mark allocated are appropriate to the response given.

When you are marking the candidate’s responses to the stimulus card you should consider the 
indicative content given for each card. However, you must bear in mind that the indicative content 
is not exhaustive and is for guidance only. Reward all valid responses.

The indicative content is given on each of the following stimulus cards to assist with marking.

Component 1

Speaking assessment – mark allocation

Marks AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total marks

Task 1a: Presentation of 
independent research project 5 5 10

Task 1b: Discussion of 
independent research project 5 15 10 30

Task 2: Theme-based discussion 
using stimulus card 5 5 5 5 20

Total marks 10 10 20 20 60
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