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Card 1 – Being a young person in German-speaking society

Families and citizenship

Eine Scheidungsparty

Manche Deutsche, die sich scheiden lassen, wollen feiern. Auf einer Scheidungsparty feiert man 
mit einer Scheidungstorte, macht den Ehering kaputt und zerstört die Hochzeitskleider. Partyplaner 
bieten eine Scheidungsparty ab 1,500 Euro an. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Eine Scheidungsparty ist eine gute Idee. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Warum lassen sich so viele Leute in Deutschland scheiden?

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question him/her, as appropriate, about
his/her views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if he/she has any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may discuss:
•	 why German-speaking people might want to hold a divorce party  
•	 why a divorce party might not be a good idea

In response to the unseen question the candidate may discuss:
•	 the reasons people might get divorced
•	 the pressures on married life in German-speaking countries

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.
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Card 2 – Understanding the German-speaking world

Media, art, film and music 

„Geschichtskino“

Der Spielfilm Werk ohne Autor von Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck stellt das Leben des 
deutschen Künstlers Gerhard Richter dar. Kritiker nannten den Film „Geschichtskino“ wegen 
Themen wie Opfer der nationalsozialistischen Euthanasie.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Deutsche Jugendliche sehen gern Filme, die die deutsche Geschichte darstellen. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Was für einen Einfluss haben Filme auf deutschsprachige Jugendliche? 

The examiner must allow the candidate to question him/her, as appropriate, about
his/her views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if he/she has any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may discuss:
•	 why films about German history might appeal to young German speakers  
•	 other types of films that might be popular

In response to the unseen question the candidate may discuss:
•	 the importance of films to young German-speaking people
•	 other ways young people spend their time

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.
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Card 3 – Diversity and difference

Migration and integration

Migranten nach Deutschland

43 % der Migranten in Deutschand kamen aus humanitären oder politischen Gründen. 33 % wollten 
aus familiären Gründen kommen und 13 % wegen der Ausbildung. Seit ihrer Gründung ist die BRD 
ein Ziel für Einwanderer. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Es ist kein Wunder, dass so viele Einwanderer nach Deutschland kommen wollen. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Warum hat Deutschland so viele Einwanderer aufgenommen?  

The examiner must allow the candidate to question him/her, as appropriate, about
his/her views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if he/she has any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may discuss:
•	 reasons for immigrants wanting to come to Germany
•	 reasons why Germany might not be attractive to immigrants

In response to the unseen question the candidate may discuss:
•	 benefits to Germany’s economy and society of welcoming immigrants
•	 historical reasons why immigrants have come to Germany

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.
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Card 4 – The making of modern Germany : 1989 onwards

Initial and subsequent process of reunification

Das „Neue Forum“

Das „Neue Forum“ war die berühmteste Oppositionsbewegung der DDR. Es wurde von 30 Bürgern 
am 9. September 1989 gegründet und hatte das Ziel, aus der DDR einen freien Staat zu machen.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Das „Neue Forum“ hat die wichtigste Rolle während der Wende gespielt. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Inwiefern ist die Wende zu Ende, deiner Meinung nach? 

The examiner must allow the candidate to question him/her, as appropriate, about
his/her views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if he/she has any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may discuss:
•	 the events of 1989
•	 why Neues Forum may have been/not have been the most important factor

In response to the unseen question the candidate may discuss:
•	 how reunified former East and West Germany are nowadays
•	 the challenges in bringing together the two countries

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.
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Card 5 – Being a young person in German-speaking society

Youth trends and personal identity

Soziale Netzwerke

Die Welt der Sozialen Medien wächst immer weiter und Jugendliche lieben es, Teil der Online-
Communities zu sein. Aber digitale Freundschaft ist nicht genug – Menschen brauchen mehr als 
Chatten und Posten. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Man braucht mehr als Soziale Medien, um echte Freundschaften zu haben. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Was für ein Leben hätten wir ohne digitale Medien?  

The examiner must allow the candidate to question him/her, as appropriate, about
his/her views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if he/she has any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may discuss:
•	 whether social media enables proper friendship in German-speaking communities
•	 the disadvantages of social media

In response to the unseen question the candidate may discuss:
•	 the impact of technology on German-speaking people’s lives
•	 whether life would be possible without digital technology

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.
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Card 6 – Understanding the German-speaking World

Regional culture and heritage

Älplerfeste

Ein Grund zum feiern: im Spätsommer und Herbst bringen die Bauern ihre Kuh- oder Schafherde 
runter von den schweizerischen Alpen. Das Alpspektakel bietet ein Fest, Musik, eine Messe – und 
Käse. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Traditionen sind in ländlichen deutschsprachigen Gegenden wichtiger als in den Städten. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Die meisten Traditionen und Gebräuche sind für deutschsprachige Jugendliche nicht relevant. Was 
sagst du dazu? 

 

The examiner must allow the candidate to question him/her, as appropriate, about
his/her views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if he/she has any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may discuss:
•	 why German traditions might be more important in the countryside 
•	 evidence of traditions not limited to rural areas 

In response to the unseen question the candidate may discuss:
•	 why traditional customs might not appeal to younger German speakers
•	 the attraction of keeping up traditions

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.
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Card 7 – Diversity and difference

Migration and integration

Die positiven Effekte der Einwanderung

Zwei Drittel der deutschen Bevölkerung finden, dass Einwanderung positive Effekte auf die 
deutsche Wirtschaft hat. 65 % meinen auch, Migration mache das Leben interessanter und sei gut 
gegen die Überalterung der Gesellschaft.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Die meisten deutschsprachigen Menschen akzeptieren, dass die Migration und Integration einen 
positiven Einfluss in ihrem Land hat. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Was für Herausforderungen gibt es für eine multikulturelle Gesellschaft in den deutschsprachigen 
Ländern?  

The examiner must allow the candidate to question him/her, as appropriate, about
his/her views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if he/she has any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may discuss:
•	 the benefits of migration on German-speaking society
•	 evidence of resistance to immigration in Germany/Austria/Switzerland

In response to the unseen question the candidate may discuss:
•	 the difficulties of integrating different cultures 
•	 reasons for racism

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.
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Card 8 – The making of modern Germany : 1989 onwards 

The economic impact of a united Germany

Ungleiche Wirtschaft

Die ungleiche Wirtschaft: Fast alle deutschen Großkonzerne sitzen in Westdeutschland. Von 
den 500 größten Firmen Deutschlands kommen nur 16 aus dem Osten und 12 davon sind 
Tochterunternehmen westdeutscher oder ausländischer Firmen. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Die deutsche Wirtschaft reflektiert die Ungleichheit in der heutigen deutschen Gesellschaft. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Was sind die Vor- oder Nachteile der Wiedervereinigung?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question him/her, as appropriate, about
his/her views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if he/she has any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may discuss:
•	 evidence of the inequality between East and West in the German economy
•	 evidence of equality in Germany 

In response to the unseen question the candidate may discuss:
•	 the positive aspects of reunification for Germany
•	 perceived disadvantages of reunification

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.
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Card 9 – Being a young person in German-speaking society

Education and employment opportunities

Kitakrise

Wegen eines Mangels an Kinderbetreuungsplätzen bleiben Frauen zu Hause. Viele Frauen, die 
arbeiten gehen wollen, können es aber nicht, weil sie keine Kinderbetreuung finden. In Berlin fehlt 
es an 3000 Plätzen in Kindertagesstätten.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Es gibt viele Barrieren für deutschsprachige Frauen in der Arbeitswelt.

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Welche anderen Herausforderungen gibt es für junge Deutsche in der heutigen Arbeitswelt? 

The examiner must allow the candidate to question him/her, as appropriate, about
his/her views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if he/she has any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may discuss:
•	 the obstacles for German-speaking women in the workplace
•	 the role childcare plays in people’s careers

In response to the unseen question the candidate may discuss:
•	 the negative aspects of today’s world of work
•	 the wider pressures on young German-speaking people at work

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.
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Card 10 – Understanding the German-speaking world

Regional culture and heritage

1-Euro-Museumssonntag

Sonntags in München kostet der Eintritt an vielen Museen nur 1 Euro. Kunstliebhaber können 
Bildergalerien wie die Pinakotheken besuchen. Für Historiker lohnen sich die Archäologische 
Staatssammlung und Antikensammlungen. Preiswerte Kunst und Kultur! 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Deutschsprachige Museen sollten immer kostenlos oder sehr billig sein. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Warum würde man ins Museum gehen, wenn man heutzutage so viel deutschsprachige Kultur im 
Internet sehen kann? 

The examiner must allow the candidate to question him/her, as appropriate, about
his/her views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if he/she has any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may discuss:
•	 the benefits of numbers of visitors to museums in German-speaking countries  
•	 reasons against making museums free or very cheap to enter

In response to the unseen question the candidate may discuss:
•	 the appeal of actual museums rather than virtual visiting
•	 the advantages of experiencing museum culture online

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.
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Card 11 – Diversity and difference

Discrimination and diversity

Alltägliche Diskriminierung

Ob im Job, beim Einkaufen oder im Urlaub: laut einer Anti-Diskriminierungsstudie ist Rassismus 
für viele ein bitterer Alltag. Rassistische Ressentiments liegen tief in der deutschen Gesellschaft, 
besonders Diskriminierung wegen Herkunft und Hautfarbe. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Rassistische Ressentiments liegen tief in der deutschsprachigen Gesellschaft.

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Was kann die deutsche Regierung machen, um Hass gegen Ausländer zu bekämpfen?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question him/her, as appropriate, about
his/her views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if he/she has any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may discuss:
•	 evidence of racism in German-speaking society
•	 evidence of a welcoming society open to foreigners 

In response to the unseen question the candidate may discuss:
•	 action that can be taken to fight racism
•	 challenges posed by anti-foreigner sentiment

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.
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Card 12 – The making of modern Germany : 1989 onwards

Social cohesion in present day Germany

Generation „Nachwendekinder“

30 Jahre nach dem Mauerfall kommen die „Nachwendekinder“. Sie waren zu jung, als die 
Mauer fiel, um die Wende und ihre Geschichte zu verstehen. Aber jetzt sind sie auf einer 
Identitätssuche. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Manche junge Ostdeutsche wollen die Geschichte der DDR besser verstehen. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Warum ist die Berliner Mauer gefallen?

The examiner must allow the candidate to question him/her, as appropriate, about
his/her views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if he/she has any questions 
to ask.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card the candidate may discuss:
•	 why some East Germans may want to discover the GDR’s past
•	 why some younger Germans may feel they don’t know East Germany’s history

In response to the unseen question the candidate may discuss:
•	 the events of 1989 leading to the fall of the Berlin Wall 
•	 the reaction to reunification

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.
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GCE A LEVEL GERMAN

SUMMER 2024 MARK SCHEME

COMPONENT 1: SPEAKING (60 TOTAL MARKS)

Principles of Marking

Conduct of the Speaking assessment

Examiners are required to familiarise themselves with section 3.2 of the specification.

General Advice for Visiting Examiners

You are asked to read and digest thoroughly all the information in the stationery pack. 

Particular attention should be paid to the following instructions regarding marking:

•	 as an examiner you must be positive in your approach. Look for opportunities to reward rather 
than penalise. Candidates who use strategies such as adjusting the message, circumlocution, 
self-correction or repair strategies should not be penalised

•	 Task 1: Independent research project – make sure you are familiar with the assessment grids 
for the independent research project

•	 Task 2: Themed card – make sure that you are familiar with the assessment grid for marking 
the stimulus card and that you consider the marks and descriptors carefully when awarding a 
mark for each assessment objective.

Timings for each section of the assessment must be adhered to. Any speaking evidence which 
exceeds these timings will not be credited.

If a candidate’s speaking assessment falls short of stipulated timings, the candidate may self-
penalise as it is likely that there will not be enough speaking evidence to access the full mark 
range.

As the examiner you must present the two theme-based stimulus cards using the grid on page 4. 
The candidate must choose which of the two cards he/she wishes to prepare for Task 2.

Applying banded mark schemes (Speaking)

Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has descriptors for the performance level of 
that band.

Stage 1 – Deciding on the band

When deciding on a band for each assessment objective, the assessment should be viewed 
holistically. Beginning at the lowest band, you should look at the descriptors for that band and see 
if they match the qualities shown in the candidate’s response. If the descriptors at the lowest band 
are evidenced, you should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band until 
the descriptors match the response. 

If a candidate’s assessment covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a 
‘best fit’ approach should be adopted to decide on the band. For instance, if the response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the mark awarded would be close to the top 
of band 2 as a result of the band 3 content. Small omissions in some parts of their response may 
not negatively affect the mark awarded. 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark

Once the band has been decided, you can then assign a mark. WJEC will provide standardising 
material to be used as reference material throughout the assessment period.

When marking, you can use this material to decide whether a candidate’s response is of a superior, 
inferior or comparable standard to the examples provided. You are reminded of the need to revisit 
the standardising material as you apply the mark scheme in order to confirm that the band and the 
mark allocated are appropriate to the response given.

When you are marking the candidate’s responses to the stimulus card you should consider the 
indicative content given for each card. However, you must bear in mind that the indicative content 
is not exhaustive and is for guidance only. Reward all valid responses. 

The indicative content is given on each of the following stimulus cards to assist with marking.

Component 1

Speaking assessment – mark allocation

Marks AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total marks

Task 1a: Presentation of 
independent research project 5 5 10

Task 1b: Discussion of 
independent research project 5 15 10 30

Task 2: Theme-based discussion 
using stimulus card 5 5 5 5 20

Total marks 10 10 20 20 60
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