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Card 1 – Being a young person in German-speaking society

Jugendpolitik

Ob Frieden in Europa, psychische Gesundheit, nachhaltige Klimapolitik oder Ausbildung – auf 
den deutschen Jugend-Politik-Tagen entwickeln bis zu 1.000 junge Menschen Ideen für eine 
jugendfreundliche Politik. Sie diskutieren auch mit Vertretern/Vertreterinnen der Bundesregierung. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

An Jugendpolitik teilzunehmen ist wichtig für eine demokratische Gesellschaft. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Warum engagierien sich nicht alle deutschsprachigen Jugendliche politisch?

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card, the candidate may discuss:
•	 the kind of issues German youth politics deals with
•	 how political involvement can give young people a voice in society.

In response to the unseen question, the candidate may discuss:
•	 the other activities young German speakers do that prevent them from being 

politically active
•	 the perceived disadvantages of getting politically involved.

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in German if they have any questions to ask.



Turn over.

A
8

2
0

U
1

0
1E

0
3

(A820U10-1E)

3

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Card 2 – Being a young person in German-speaking society

Kinder adoptieren

Homosexuelle Paare dürfen heiraten und haben somit dieselben Rechte wie heterosexuelle 
Ehepartner, zum Beispiel Kinder adoptieren. Adoptieren ist aber nicht möglich für unverheiratete 
Lebenspartner, nur für hetero- und homosexuelle Ehepartner.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Man sollte Kinder adoptieren dürfen, auch wenn man nicht verheiratet ist. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Warum gibt es manchmal Vorurteile gegen gleichgeschlechtliche Paare? 

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card, the candidate may discuss:
•	 why unmarried couples should be allowed to adopt children in German-speaking 

countries
•	 why unmarried couples should not be allowed to adopt children.

In response to the unseen question, the candidate may discuss:
•	 reasons for prejudice against same sex couples 
•	 any examples of this prejudice in German-speaking countries.

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about
their views. If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the 
assessment, the examiner must ask the candidate in German if they have any questions to 
ask.
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Card 3 – Being a young person in German-speaking society

Mobbing am Arbeitsplatz

Laut einer Umfrage sind nur 10% aller deutschen Beschäftigten mit dem Arbeitsklima in ihrem 
Unternehmen zufrieden. Mobbingopfer sind überwiegend Frauen. Einer der häufigsten Aspekte 
von Mobbing ist kein gutes Selbstwertgefühl. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Mobbing ist ein Problem an deutschen Arbeitsplätzen. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Was sind die positiven Aspekte der deutschen Arbeitswelt?

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card, the candidate may discuss:
•	 reasons for bullying at work in German-speaking countries
•	 reasons why particularly women are victims of bullying.

In response to the unseen question, the candidate may discuss:
•	 the advantages offered by working in Germany
•	 the challenges of work life in Germany.

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in German if they have any questions to ask.
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Card 4 – Understanding the German-speaking world

Der Reichstag

Das Reichstagsgebäude im Herzen Berlins ist mehr als ein Ort für die Politik. Es ist ein Spiegel 
deutscher Geschichte und mit über drei Millionen Besuchern jährlich das meistbesuchstete 
Parlament der Welt.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Es ist kein Wunder, dass das Reichstagsgebäude so viele Besucher hat. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Warum sind historische Gebäude und Gedenkstätten in deutschsprachigen Ländern wichtig? 

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card, the candidate may discuss:
•	 the significance of the Reichstag 
•	 the history of the building.

In response to the unseen question, the candidate may discuss:
•	 any historic building or memorial site they are familiar with 
•	 the interest German-speaking countries may have for commemorating the past.

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in German if they have any questions to ask.
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Card 5 – Understanding the German-speaking world

Die Oberammergauer Passionsspiele

Alle 10 Jahre seit 1634 veranstalten die Einwohner des bayrischen Dorfes Oberammergau das 
weltweit bekannteste Passionsspiel. Die Passionsspiele zeigen die Erzählung der letzten Tage im 
Leben Jesu. Die Aufführung dauert mehrere Stunden.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Christliche Feste sind in den deutschsprachigen Ländern sehr wichtig.

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Die meisten deutschen Feste sind bei internationalen Touristen beliebter als bei Deutschen.

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card, the candidate may discuss:
•	 the role religion plays in festivals in German-speaking countries
•	 other non-religious reasons for traditional festivals.

In response to the unseen question, the candidate may discuss:
•	 why most festivals might attract international tourists rather than Germans
•	 how festivals appeal to German-speaking people.

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in German if they have any questions to ask.
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Card 6 – Understanding the German-speaking World

Freiluftkinos

Von Mai bis September ist in Berlin die Saison der Freilichtkinos. Open-Air-Kinos an berühmten 
Plätzen bieten ein abwechslungsreiches Filmprogramm von Kultfilmen bis zu den neuesten Filmen 
aus Hollywood unter freiem Himmel. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Deutsche Jugendliche sehen gern Filme im Freien. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Wie sieht die Zukunft für Filme im Kino aus? 

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card, the candidate may discuss:
•	 why open-air cinemas are popular in German-speaking countries
•	 drawbacks to open-air cinemas.

In response to the unseen question, the candidate may discuss:
•	 why alternatives to watching films in cinemas are attractive
•	 positive aspects of watching films in cinemas.

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in German if they have any questions to ask.



(A820U10-1E)

8

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Card 7 – Diversity and difference

Ukrainische Flüchtlinge

Rund eine Millionen ukrainische Kriegsflüchtlinge sind nach Deutschland gekommen. 44% planen 
langfristig zu bleiben. Die Reaktion der Deutschen ist meistens positiv. Laut einer Befragung glaubt 
die Mehrheit, Ukrainer*innen können gut integriert werden. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Deutschland hat gern viele Flüchtlinge aus der Ukraine aufgenommen.

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Wie können deutschsprachige Länder Kriegsflüchtlingen helfen?

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card, the candidate may discuss:
•	 the evidence that Ukrainian refugees have been welcomed in Germany
•	 the reasons for the view that Ukrainians integrate well into German culture.

In response to the unseen question, the candidate may discuss:
•	 the kind of help German-speaking countries can give to any war refugee 
•	 why such help might be given.

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in German if they have any questions to ask.
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Card 8 – Diversity and difference

Gemeinsames Kochen

Das Projekt „Kochen in Ohligs“ begann, nachdem viele Geflüchtete im Stadtteil Ohligs ankamen. 
Wegen der Sprachbarriere entstand die Idee des gemeinsamen Kochens. „Kochen ist wirklich eine 
internationale Sprache“, sagt die Projektgründerin. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Kochen ist ein gutes Integrationsprojekt für Zugewanderte und auch für Einheimische. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Was sind die Barrieren gegen Integration in deutschsprachigen Ländern?

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card, the candidate may discuss:
•	 how cooking together helps immigrants integrate into local German-speaking 

society 
•	 how cooking helps locals feel more positive towards immigrants.

In response to the unseen question, the candidate may discuss:
•	 the challenges to integration 
•	 possible solutions to these challenges.

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in German if they have any questions to ask.
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Card 9 – Diversity and difference

Sexuelle Diskriminierung

Manche Deutsche fühlen sich wegen Vorurteile gegen ihre sexuelle Orientierung oder 
Geschlechtsidendität benachteiligt. Wer deshalb anders behandelt und bedroht wird, kann nicht frei 
leben. Das Selbstwertgefühl leidet wegen der Nichtakzeptanz.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Diskriminierung wegen der sexuellen Orientierung oder Geschlechtsidentität ist ein Problem in 
deutschsprachigen Ländern.

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Was kann man gegen Vorurteile aufgrund der sexuellen Orientierung oder Geschlechtsidentität 
machen? 

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card, the candidate may discuss:
•	 how discrimination against sexual orientation or gender identity is a problem in 

German-speaking society
•	 the effects on victims of this kind of discrimination.

In response to the unseen question, the candidate may discuss:
•	 how society can remove prejudice against sexual orientation or gender identity
•	 evidence of any successful measures.

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in German if they have any questions to ask.
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Card 10 – The making of modern Germany

Endlich wiedervereinigt

Über dreißig Jahre nach der Wiedervereinigung sind die Unterschiede zwischen Ost- und 
Westdeutschland fast verschwunden. Die Abwanderung aus dem Osten stoppte 2015. Die 
Kinderzahlen steigen dort und man lebt länger.

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Es gibt heute fast keinen Unterschied zwischen Ost- und Westdeutschland. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Was waren die größten Herausforderungen der Wiedervereinigung? 

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card, the candidate may discuss:
•	 evidence of how Germany has reunified 
•	 evidence of a divide still existing between the former East and West.

In response to the unseen question, the candidate may discuss:
•	 the biggest difficulties of reunifying the two countries
•	 significant milestones since 1989.

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in German if they have any questions to ask.
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Card 11 – The making of modern Germany

Rechtsextremismus in der ehemaligen DDR

Laut einer Studie ist weniger als die Hälfte der Ostdeutschen zufrieden mit ihrem Alltagsleben in 
der Demokratie. Das Potential für extremrechte und neonazistische Parteien, Wähler zu finden, ist 
besonders hoch. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Die Demokratie ist in der ehemaligen DDR nicht sicher.

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Ist die deutsche Wiedervereinigung eher positiv oder negativ?

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card, the candidate may discuss:
•	 why democracy might be threatened in former East Germany 
•	 why the far right is popular – and not just in the former East.

In response to the unseen question, the candidate may discuss:
•	 the positive aspects of reunification 
•	 the negative aspects of reunification.

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in German if they have any questions to ask.
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Card 12 – The making of modern Germany

Gorbatschows Besuch 

Der sowjetische Generalsekretär Michail Gorbatschow besuchte im Oktober 1989 zum 40. 
Jubiläum die DDR. Er war der Hoffnungsträger der Demonstrierenden. „Gorbi, hilf uns!”, riefen sie. 
Einen Monat später fiel die Berliner Mauer. 

The examiner must begin by asking the candidate the following question:

Michail Gorbatschow hat die wichtigste Rolle im Fall der Berliner Mauer gespielt. 

Inwiefern stimmst du mit dieser Aussage überein?

Following the set question, the examiner must ask the candidate the following 
supplementary question. The examiner can, if necessary, rephrase the supplementary 
question.

Wollten alle Ostdeutschen die Wiedervereinigung mit Westdeutschland?

AO4 In response to the discussion point on the stimulus card, the candidate may discuss:
•	 the role Mikhail Gorbachev played in the fall of the Berlin Wall
•	 other factors leading to the fall of the Berlin Wall.

In response to the unseen question, the candidate may discuss:
•	 why East Germans wanted reunification 
•	 why some East Germans wanted to remain a separate country.

The above points are suggestions only and reward will be given for all relevant
points argued by the candidate.

The examiner must allow the candidate to question them, as appropriate, about their views. 
If the candidate does not ask the examiner a question/questions during the assessment, 
the examiner must ask the candidate in German if they have any questions to ask.
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GCE A LEVEL GERMAN

SUMMER 2025 MARK SCHEME

COMPONENT 1: SPEAKING (60 TOTAL MARKS)

Principles of Marking

Conduct of the Speaking assessment

Examiners are required to familiarise themselves with section 3.2 of the specification.

General Advice for Visiting Examiners

You are asked to read and digest thoroughly all the information in the stationery pack. 

Particular attention should be paid to the following instructions regarding marking:

•	 as an examiner you must be positive in your approach. Look for opportunities to reward rather 
than penalise. Candidates who use strategies such as adjusting the message, circumlocution, 
self-correction or repair strategies should not be penalised

•	 Task 1: Independent research project – make sure you are familiar with the assessment grids 
for the independent research project

•	 Task 2: Themed card – make sure that you are familiar with the assessment grid for marking 
the stimulus card and that you consider the marks and descriptors carefully when awarding a 
mark for each assessment objective.

Timings for each section of the assessment must be adhered to. Any speaking evidence which 
exceeds these timings will not be credited.

If a candidate’s speaking assessment falls short of stipulated timings, the candidate may self-
penalise as it is likely that there will not be enough speaking evidence to access the full mark 
range.

As the examiner you must present the two theme-based stimulus cards using the grid on page 4. 
The candidate must choose which of the two cards he/she wishes to prepare for Task 2.

Applying banded mark schemes (Speaking)

Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has descriptors for the performance level of 
that band.

Stage 1 – Deciding on the band

When deciding on a band for each assessment objective, the assessment should be viewed 
holistically. Beginning at the lowest band, you should look at the descriptors for that band and see 
if they match the qualities shown in the candidate’s response. If the descriptors at the lowest band 
are evidenced, you should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band until 
the descriptors match the response. 

If a candidate’s assessment covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a 
‘best fit’ approach should be adopted to decide on the band. For instance, if the response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the mark awarded would be close to the top 
of band 2 as a result of the band 3 content. Small omissions in some parts of their response may 
not negatively affect the mark awarded. 
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Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark

Once the band has been decided, you can then assign a mark. WJEC will provide standardising 
material to be used as reference material throughout the assessment period.

When marking, you can use this material to decide whether a candidate’s response is of a superior, 
inferior or comparable standard to the examples provided. You are reminded of the need to revisit 
the standardising material as you apply the mark scheme in order to confirm that the band and the 
mark allocated are appropriate to the response given.

When you are marking the candidate’s responses to the stimulus card you should consider the 
indicative content given for each card. However, you must bear in mind that the indicative content 
is not exhaustive and is for guidance only. Reward all valid responses. 

The indicative content is given on each of the following stimulus cards to assist with marking.

Component 1

Speaking assessment – mark allocation

Marks AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total marks

Task 1a: Presentation of 
independent research project 5 5 10

Task 1b: Discussion of 
independent research project 5 15 10 30

Task 2: Theme-based discussion 
using stimulus card 5 5 5 5 20

Total marks 10 10 20 20 60
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