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Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  
 centre number and candidate number.
•  There are three sections in this question paper. Answer one question from 

Section A, one question from Section B and the question in Section C.
•  Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 60. 
•  The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

You must have:
Extracts Booklet (enclosed) 

8HI0/1F
Sample assessment materials for first teaching 
September 2015
Time: 2 hours 15 minutes

History
Advanced Subsidiary 
Paper 1: Breadth study with interpretations
Option 1F:  In search of the American Dream: the USA, 

c1917–96

Section C: indicative content
Question Indicative content
5 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant. Other relevant material not suggested 
below must also be credited.

Candidates are expected to use the extracts and their own knowledge to consider 
the view that fall of the Soviet Union came about primarily because of the failure 
of Gorbachev’s reform programme. Reference to the works of named historians is 
not expected, but candidates may consider historians’ viewpoints in framing their 
argument. Candidates should use their discussion of various views to reach a 
reasoned conclusion.

In considering the given view, the points made by the authors should be analysed 
and evaluated. Relevant points may include:

Extract 1

• Gorbachev’s reforms quickly reached their limits

• Gorbachev’s intention was not to allow fundamental reforms which 
threatened the Leninist state and the centrally planned economy

• He was unable to regulate the forces unleashed by perestroika. 

Extract 2

• Gorbachev’s complacency towards the ‘national question’ was harmful to 
the Soviet Union

• The nationalist resurgence in the Baltic Republics was accompanied by
demands for increased autonomy

• The example of the Baltic Republics stimulated national movements 
elsewhere within the Soviet Union. 

Candidates should use their own knowledge of the issues to address the effects of 
Gorbachev’s reforms. Relevant points may include:

• Perestroika dramatically weakened the Soviet economy, leading to severe 
shortages of food and consumer goods

• Glasnost encouraged a new political culture that brought Soviet politics 
into disrepute. 

Candidates should use their own knowledge of the issues to address other 
conditional and/or contingent reasons which explain the fall of the Soviet Union. 
Relevant points may include:

• The political and economic condition of the USSR in 1985 and the extent 
to which its problems were systemic

• The growth of nationalism in Eastern Europe, strengthening nationalist 
forces in the USSR

• The weakening of Communist Party authority in the USSR as a 
consequence of the extensive challenge to communist power in satellite 
states in Eastern Europe.
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SECTION B

Answer EITHER Question 3 OR Question 4. 

EITHER

3 How far do you agree that the USA became a more tolerant society in the 1960s and 
1970s?

(Total for Question 3 = 20 marks)

OR

4 How far did the American people’s trust in the presidency change in the years  
1933–80?

(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number:   Question 3   Question 4  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 [The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 20 MARKS

2
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SECTION A

Answer EITHER Question 1 OR Question 2. 

EITHER

1 In the 1920s, was the main effect of the economic boom on US society the 
development of a car-owning culture?

(Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

OR

2 Was the impact of US involvement in the Second World War the main reason for 
improvements in the position of black Americans in the years 1945–55?

(Total for Question 2 = 20 marks)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number:   Question 1   Question 2  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 [The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]
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SECTION A

Answer EITHER Question 1 OR Question 2. 

EITHER

1 In the 1920s, was the main effect of the economic boom on US society the 
development of a car-owning culture?

(Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)
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2 Was the impact of US involvement in the Second World War the main reason for 
improvements in the position of black Americans in the years 1945–55?
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SECTION C

Study Extracts 1 and 2 in the Extracts Booklet before you answer this question.

5 Historians have different views about the impact of the Reagan presidency on the 
USA. Analyse and evaluate the extracts and use your knowledge of the issues to 
explain your answer to the following question .

 How far do you agree with the view that Reagan’s economic policies strengthened 
the US economy in the years 1981–96?
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[The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]

(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 20 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 60 MARKS

PMT




