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Generic Marking Principles

T h e se  g e n e r a l  m a r ki n g  p r i n ci p l e s m u st  b e  a p p l i e d  b y a l l  e xa m i n e r s w h e n  m a r ki n g  ca n d i d a t e  a n sw e r s.  
T h e y sh o u l d  b e  a p p l i e d  a l o n g si d e  t h e  sp e ci f i c co n t e n t  o f  t h e  m a r k sch e m e  o r  g e n e r i c l e ve l  d e sc r i p t o r s 
f o r  a  q u e st i o n .  Ea ch  q u e st i o n  p a p e r  a n d  m a r k sch e m e  w i l l  a l so  co m p l y w i t h  t h e se  m a r ki n g  p r i n c i p l e s.

G EN ER I C M A R K I N G  P R I N CI P LE 1:

M a r ks m u st  b e  a w a r d e d  i n  l i n e  w i t h :

• t h e  sp e ci f i c  co n t e n t  o f  t h e  m a r k sch e m e  o r  t h e  g e n e r i c l e ve l  d e scr i p t o r s f o r  t h e  q u e st i o n
• t h e  sp e ci f i c  ski l l s d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  m a r k sch e m e  o r  i n  t h e  g e n e r i c l e ve l  d e scr i p t o r s f o r  t h e  

q u e st i o n
• t h e  st a n d a r d  o f  r e sp o n se  r e q u i r e d  b y a  ca n d i d a t e  a s e xe m p l i f i e d  b y t h e  st a n d a r d i sa t i o n  

scr i p t s.

G EN ER I C M A R K I N G  P R I N CI P LE 2:

M a r ks a w a r d e d  a r e  a l w a ys whole marks ( n o t  h a l f  m a r ks,  o r  o t h e r  f r a ct i o n s) .

G EN ER I C M A R K I N G  P R I N CI P LE 3 :

M a r ks m u st  b e  a w a r d e d  positively:

• m a r ks a r e  a w a r d e d  f o r  co r r e ct / va l i d  a n sw e r s,  a s d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  m a r k sch e m e .  H o w e ve r ,  cr e d i t  
i s g i ve n  f o r  va l i d  a n sw e r s w h i ch  g o  b e yo n d  t h e  sco p e  o f  t h e  syl l a b u s a n d  m a r k sch e m e ,  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  yo u r  T e a m  Le a d e r  a s a p p r o p r i a t e

• m a r ks a r e  a w a r d e d  w h e n  ca n d i d a t e s cl e a r l y d e m o n st r a t e  w h a t  t h e y kn o w  a n d  ca n  d o
• m a r ks a r e  n o t  d e d u ct e d  f o r  e r r o r s
• m a r ks a r e  n o t  d e d u ct e d  f o r  o m i ssi o n s
• a n sw e r s sh o u l d  o n l y b e  j u d g e d  o n  t h e  q u a l i t y o f  sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r  w h e n  

t h e se  f e a t u r e s a r e  sp e ci f i ca l l y a sse sse d  b y t h e  q u e st i o n  a s i n d i ca t e d  b y t h e  m a r k sch e m e .  T h e  
m e a n i n g ,  h o w e ve r ,  sh o u l d  b e  u n a m b i g u o u s.

G EN ER I C M A R K I N G  P R I N CI P LE 4 :

R u l e s m u st  b e  a p p l i e d  co n si st e n t l y e . g .  i n  si t u a t i o n s w h e r e  ca n d i d a t e s h a ve  n o t  f o l l o w e d  
i n st r u ct i o n s o r  i n  t h e  a p p l i ca t i o n  o f  g e n e r i c l e ve l  d e sc r i p t o r s.

G EN ER I C M A R K I N G  P R I N CI P LE 5 :

M a r ks sh o u l d  b e  a w a r d e d  u si n g  t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  m a r ks d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  m a r k sch e m e  f o r  t h e  
q u e st i o n  ( h o w e ve r ;  t h e  u se  o f  t h e  f u l l  m a r k r a n g e  m a y b e  l i m i t e d  a cco r d i n g  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y o f  t h e  
ca n d i d a t e  r e sp o n se s se e n ) .

G EN ER I C M A R K I N G  P R I N CI P LE 6 :

M a r ks a w a r d e d  a r e  b a se d  so l e l y o n  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s a s d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  m a r k sch e m e .  M a r ks s h o u l d  
n o t  b e  a w a r d e d  w i t h  g r a d e  t h r e sh o l d s o r  g r a d e  d e scr i p t o r s i n  m i n d .

P l e a se  n o t e ,  se n t e n ce s i n  i t a l i cs a r e  i n t e n d e d  a s e xa m p l e s o f  e va l u a t i o n .
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Part (a) Generic Levels of Response: Marks

Level 4 Makes a developed comparison
M a ke s a  d e ve l o p e d  co m p a r i so n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  so u r ce s.
Exp l a i n s w h y p o i n t s o f  si m i l a r i t y a n d  d i f f e r e n ce  e xi st  t h r o u g h  co n t e xt u a l  
a w a r e n e ss a n d / o r  so u r ce  e va l u a t i o n .

12–15

Level 3 Compares views and identifies similarities and differences
Co m p a r e s t h e  vi e w s e xp r e sse d  i n  t h e  t w o  so u r ce s,  i d e n t i f yi n g  d i f f e r e n ce s a n d  
si m i l a r i t i e s a n d  su p p o r t i n g  t h e m  w i t h  so u r ce  co n t e n t .

8–11

Level 2 Compares views and identifies similarities or differences
I d e n t i f i e s r e l e va n t  si m i l a r i t i e s o r  d i f f e r e n ce s b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  so u r ce s a n d  t h e  
r e sp o n se  m a y b e  o n e - si d e d  w i t h  o n l y o n e  a sp e ct  e xp l a i n e d .  

OR

Compares views and identifies similarities and differences but these are 
asserted rather than supported from the sources
I d e n t i f i e s r e l e va n t  si m i l a r i t i e s a n d  d i f f e r e n ce s b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  so u r ce s w i t h o u t  
su p p o r t i n g  e vi d e n ce  f r o m  t h e  so u r ce s.

4–7

Level 1 Describes content of each source
D e scr i b e s o r  p a r a p h r a se s t h e  co n t e n t  o f  t h e  t w o  so u r ce s.  
V e r y  si m p l e  co m p a r i so n s m a y b e  m a d e  ( e . g .  o n e  i s f r o m  a  l e t t e r  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
i s f r o m  a  sp e e ch )  b u t  t h e se  a r e  n o t  d e ve l o p e d .

1–3

Level 0 No creditable content.
No engagement with source material.

0
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Part (b) Generic Levels of Response: Marks

Level 5 Evaluates the sources to reach a supported judgement
A n sw e r s a r e  w e l l  f o cu se d ,  d e m o n st r a t i n g  a  cl e a r  u n d e r st a n d i n g  o f  t h e  so u r ce s 
a n d  t h e  q u e st i o n .  
R e a ch e s a  su p p o r t e d  j u d g e m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  e xt e n t  t o  w h i ch  t h e  so u r ce s su p p o r t  
t h e  st a t e m e n t  a n d  w e i g h s t h e  e vi d e n ce  i n  o r d e r  t o  d o  t h i s.

21–25

Level 4 Using evaluation of the sources to support and/or challenge the statement
D e m o n st r a t e s a  cl e a r  u n d e r st a n d i n g  o f  h o w  t h e  so u r ce  co n t e n t  su p p o r t s a n d  
ch a l l e n g e s t h e  st a t e m e n t .  
Eva l u a t e s so u r ce  m a t e r i a l  i n  co n t e xt ,  t h i s m a y b e  t h r o u g h  co n si d e r i n g  t h e  
n a t u r e ,  o r i g i n  a n d  p u r p o se  o f  t h e  so u r ce s i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  st a t e m e n t .  

16–20

Level 3 Uses the sources to support and challenge the statement
M a ke s va l i d  p o i n t s f r o m  t h e  so u r ce s t o  b o t h  ch a l l e n g e  a n d  su p p o r t  t h e  
st a t e m e n t .  

11–15

Level 2 Uses the sources to support or challenge the statement
M a ke s va l i d  p o i n t s f r o m  t h e  so u r ce s t o  e i t h e r  su p p o r t  t h e  st a t e m e n t  o r  t o  
ch a l l e n g e  i t .

6–10

Level 1 Does not make valid use of the sources
D e scr i b e s t h e  co n t e n t  o f  t h e  so u r ce s w i t h  l i t t l e  a t t e m p t  t o  l i n k t h e  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  
q u e st i o n .  
A l t e r n a t i ve l y ,  ca n d i d a t e s m a y w r i t e  a n  e ssa y a b o u t  t h e  q u e st i o n  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  n o  
r e f e r e n ce  t o  t h e  so u r ce s.

1–5

Level 0 No creditable content.
No engagement with source material.

0
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Question Answer Marks

1( a ) To what extent do these two sources agree about Bismarck’s attitude 
towards France?

I n d i ca t i ve  co n t e n t

Differences between Sources C and D include:

• I n  Source D h e  i s o p t i m i st i c b e l i e vi n g  t h a t  F r a n ce  w o u l d  n o t  b e  
b e l l i g e r e n t ,  F r a n ce  w o u l d  so o n  b e  ‘ a ccu st o m e d ’  t o  G e r m a n  u n i t y 
w h e r e a s i n  Source C h e  i s m u ch  m o r e  p e ssi m i st i c co m m e n t i n g  t h a t  h e  
‘ b e l i e ve s i n  a  w a r  w i t h  F r a n ce  b e f o r e  l o n g ’ .

• I n  Source D h e  sp e a ks o f  t h e  e co n o m i c r u i n  t h a t  ca n  r e su l t  f r o m  w a r  a n d  
i s co n ce r n e d  a b o u t  b o t h  F r a n ce  a n d  G e r m a n y i n  t h i s  r e sp e ct .  I n  co n t r a st ,  
i n  Source C h e  d e m o n st r a t e s co n ce r n  f o r  ‘ o u r  yo u t h  st r u ck d o w n  b y 
w o u n d s a n d  d i se a se ’  d u r i n g  t i m e s o f  w a r  g i vi n g  t h e  i m p r e ssi o n  t h a t  h e  i s 
l o o ki n g  a t  t h e  i ssu e  f r o m  G e r m a n y’ s p e r sp e ct i ve .

Similarities include:

• I n  Source D B i sm a r ck cl e a r l y i n d i ca t e s t h a t  w a r  w o u l d  n o t  b e  i n  t h e  
i n t e r e st  o f  e i t h e r  F r a n ce  o r  G e r m a n y a n d  w o u l d  l e a d  t o  ‘ r u i n i n g  F r a n ce  
a n d  m o st  l i ke l y o u r se l ve s i n t o  t h e  b a r g a i n ’  a n d  si m i l a r l y i n  Source C h e  
w r i t e s ‘ I  d o  n o t  kn o w  o f  a n y F r e n ch  o r  G e r m a n  i n t e r e st  r e q u i r i n g  a  r e so r t  
t o  a r m s’ .  

• Source D i n d i ca t e s t h a t  h e  m i g h t  b e  sw a ye d  t o w a r d s w a r  w h e n  h e  st a t e s 
t h a t  G e r m a n  f e e l i n g s m u st  b e  r e sp e ct e d ,  w h i ch  t i e s i n  w i t h  Source C
w h e r e  i t  i s st a t e d  h e  i s p r e p a r e d  t o  a d vi se  w a r  i f  t h e  i n t e r e st s o f  t h e  
F a t h e r l a n d  r e q u i r e  i t .

The sources are aimed at different audiences. Source D is written by a British 
journalist who interviewed Bismarck. Bismarck was obviously endeavouring 
to give the impression that he was a peace-loving statesman and not setting 
out to live up to his ‘blood and iron’ reputation whereas in Source C he was 
writing a private letter to a fellow conservative politician.

A cce p t  a n y o t h e r  va l i d  r e sp o n se s.

15
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Question Answer Marks

1( b ) ‘Bismarck always intended to use war to achieve German unification.’ 
How far do the sources support this view?

I n d i ca t i ve  co n t e n t

Source D can be used on both sides of the argument
• Source D challenges t h e  h yp o t h e si s a s i t  co n ve ys t h e  m e ssa g e  t h a t  

h e  w i l l  d o  a l l  t h a t  h e  ca n  t o  p r e ve n t  w a r  w i t h  F r a n ce .  H e  f o cu se s o n  t h e  
n e g a t i ve  si d e  o f  w a r  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  h a r m  i t  ca n  d o  t o  t h e  e co n o m i e s o f  
b o t h  co u n t r i e s.  

• Source D supports t h e  h yp o t h e si s t o  a n  e xt e n t  w h e n  B i sm a r ck r e f e r s t o  
r e sp e ct i n g  G e r m a n  f e e l i n g s a n d  t h a t  h e  ca n n o t  a n sw e r  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o r  
t h e  K i n g  i n d i ca t i n g  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  r e sp e ct  t h e i r  w i l l .  H o w e ve r ,  i t  g i ve s n o  
i n d i ca t i o n  t h a t  h e  a l w a ys  i n t e n d e d  t o  u se  w a r .

Source D is an interview with a British journalist presumably with a British 
audience in mind. He would want to portray himself as a great statesman who 
wanted to avoid war. In addition, Bismarck would be reluctant to go to war so 
soon after war with Austria.

Source C can be used on both sides of the argument
• Source C challenges t h e  h yp o t h e si s a s i t  a r g u e s t h a t  w a r  w o u l d  n o t  b e  

i n  t h e  i n t e r e st s o f  e i t h e r  F r a n ce  o r  G e r m a n y .  H e  sh o w s co n ce r n  f o r  t h e  
yo u t h  ‘ st r u ck d o w n  b y w o u n d s a n d  d i se a se ’ .  H e  w o u l d  n o t  a l l o w  h i m se l f  
t o  m a ke  w a r  f o r  ‘ p e r so n a l  a m b i t i o n  o r  n a t i o n a l  va n i t y’ .

• Source C supports t h e  h yp o t h e si s a s B i sm a r ck i s cl e a r  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  
a d vi se  t h e  K i n g  t o  g o  t o  w a r  i f  ‘ vi t a l  i n t e r e st s o f  t h e  F a t h e r l a n d  r e q u i r e  i t ’ .  

Source C was written in March 1867 only a few months after war with Austria 
at a time when Bismarck was concerned with establishing the North German 
Federation. It was a private letter written to a fellow right-wing politician. War 
would not serve his interests at this time.

Source B supports t h e  h yp o t h e si s t o  a n  e xt e n t .  A l t h o u g h  i t  w a s B i sm a r ck’ s 
i n t e n t i o n  n o t  t o  w o u n d  A u st r i a  ‘ t o o  se ve r e l y’  so  a s n o t  t o  p u sh  t h e  F r e n ch  a n d  
A u st r i a n s i n t o  a n  a l l i a n ce ,  i t  w a s cl e a r  t h a t  h e  h a d  w a g e d  w a r  w i t h  A u st r i a .  H e  
w a n t e d  A u st r i a  t o  b e  e xcl u d e d  f r o m  a l l  G e r m a n  a f f a i r s so  t h a t  h e  co u l d  f o r m  
t h e  N o r t h  G e r m a n  F e d e r a t i o n .

Source B is from Bismarck’s memoirs and as such needs to be tested for 
accuracy. In fact Bismarck’s fear of a Franco-Austrian alliance did prevent 
him from inflicting too much damage on Austria and the way was left open for 
renewed friendship in 1879.

Source A supports t h e  h yp o t h e si s m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  B i sm a r ck w a s b e n t  o n  
m o u n t i n g  a  g r e a t  P r u ssi a n  a ct i o n  a b r o a d  w h i ch  co u l d  m e a n  w a r  t o  ‘ sa t i sf y 
h i s  u n g o ve r n e d  a n d  d a r i n g  t h i r st  f o r  a ch i e ve m e n t ’ .  T h i s w a s n e e d e d  a s a  
d i v e r si o n  t o  e n a b l e  h i m  t o  a cco m p l i sh  ch a n g e  i n t e r n a l l y .  T h i s w a s w r i t t e n  i n  
F e b r u a r y 186 6  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Se ve n  W e e ks W a r  w i t h  A u st r i a ,  w h i ch  b e g a n  i n  
Ju n e .

The Austrian ambassador in Source A would have been in a position to 
observe events in Prussia and his reference to internal strife is correct when 
referring to the budget. 

25
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Question Answer Marks

1( b ) W h i l e  t h e r e  i s so m e  su p p o r t  f o r  B i sm a r ck’ s u se  o f  w a r  w h e n  h e  d e e m s i t  
n e ce ssa r y a s p a r t  o f  h i s p l a n ,  t h e  so u r ce s p r o vi d e  l i t t l e  i n d i ca t i o n  t h a t  h e  
a l w a ys i n t e n d e d  t o  u se  w a r .

A cce p t  a n y o t h e r  va l i d  r e sp o n se s.

Question Answer Marks

2( a ) Compare and contrast the accounts of the Freeport meeting given by 
Sources B and D.

I n d i ca t i ve  co n t e n t

Differences between Sources B and D include:

• Source B cr i t i ci se s D o u g l a s b y r e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s ‘ d o u b l e  d e a l i n g  a n d  
co w a r d i ce ’  w h i l e  Source D r e g a r d s h i m  a s ‘ a g g r e ssi ve  a n d  d e f i a n t ’ .

• Source D f o cu se s o n  w h a t  h e  sa w  a n d  h e a r d  co m m e n t i n g  o n  Li n co l n ’ s 
p h ysi q u e  a n d  b e a r i n g  a s co m p a r e d  t o  D o u g l a s’  w h i l e  Source B i s m u ch  
m o r e  co n ce r n e d  w i t h  e xp o si n g  D o u g l a s f o r  a d a p t i n g  h i s sp e e ch e s t o  su i t  
h i s a u d i e n ce .

Similarities include:

• Source B su g g e st s t h a t  Li n co l n  w o n  t h e  d e b a t e  a s h e  ‘ u t t e r l y d e m o l i sh e d  
D o u g l a s’  w h i l e  Source D a l so  t a l ks o f  Li n co l n  h a vi n g  t h e  u p p e r  h a n d  
l e a vi n g  t h e  a u t h o r  ‘ a f l a m e  w i t h  e n t h u si a sm ’  f o r  t h e  n e w  R e p u b l i ca n  P a r t y .

• B o t h  so u r ce s r e g a r d  Li n c o l n  a s su p e r i o r  t o  D o u g l a s.
• B o t h  so u r ce s a r e  cr i t i ca l  o f  D o u g l a s b u t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  w a ys.

Source B is from the ‘Galesburg Semi-weekly Democrat’ a contemporary 
paper whereas Source D is an autobiographical account written 59 years 
later. They must both be treated with caution. The author of Source B clearly 
has a purpose to discredit Douglas while Source D is the memoirs of a man 
recalling his experience at the debate nearly 60 years ago and presumably 
with some nostalgia towards a man seen as a great president and something 
of a martyr – and the author’s ability to say ‘I was there’. Both accounts are 
useful to gain the perspectives of the different authors. 

A cce p t  a n y o t h e r  va l i d  r e sp o n se s.
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Question Answer Marks

2( b ) How far do the sources support the view that, in the debates with 
Douglas in 1858, Lincoln showed all the talents needed to be a leader of 
the new Republican Party?

I n d i ca t i ve  co n t e n t

Source A can be used on both sides of the argument
• Source A supports t h e  vi e w  a s i t  sp e a ks o f  Li n co l n ’ s a b i l i t y a s a  d e b a t e r  

m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  h e  h a d  n o  e q u a l  a s a n  e l e ct i o n  sp e a ke r ,  w h i ch  m a y 
i n d i ca t e  l e a d e r sh i p  q u a l i t i e s.  I t  m a i n t a i n s t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i ca n s o f  I l l i n o i s 
h a ve  ch o se n  a  w o r t h y o p p o n e n t  f o r  D o u g l a s.  

• Source A challenges t h e  vi e w  i n  t h a t  i t  q u e st i o n s w h e t h e r  Li n co l n  
sh o w e d  a l l  o f  t h e  t a l e n t s n e e d e d  t o  b e  a  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  n e w  R e p u b l i ca n  
P a r t y .  I t  c o m m e n t s t h a t  h e  h a s ‘ n o  su p e r i o r  a s a n  e l e ct i o n  sp e a ke r ’  b u t  
d o e s n o t  m e n t i o n  a n y o t h e r  l e a d e r sh i p  q u a l i t i e s.

Source A is full of praise for Lincoln’s skills as a debater. The reporter is quite 
persuasive when he maintains that he listened ‘calmly and unprejudiced’, 
giving the impression that he was reporting what he saw from a neutral stance 
when he may well have been promoting the Republican cause. Its sole focus 
on his ‘genius’ as an election speaker does not support the view of ‘all the 
talents’.

• Source B supports t h e  vi e w  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Li n co l n  w h o  ‘ u t t e r l y d e m o l i sh e d ’  
D o u g l a s.  I t  su g g e st s t h a t  h e  w a s a  sh r e w d  p o l i t i ci a n  i n  t h a t  h e  e xp o se d  
D o u g l a s’  ‘ d o u b l e - d e a l i n g s a n d  co w a r d i ce ’ .  I t  d e m o n s t r a t e s Li n co l n ’ s 
a b i l i t y t o  e xp l o i t  h i s o p p o n e n t ’ s f a i l i n g s,  w h i ch  i s co n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a n  
a t t r i b u t e  o f  a  g o o d  l e a d e r .

Source B supports Source A writing that Lincoln ‘utterly demolished Douglas 
and exposed his double-dealing and cowardice’. However, it could be equally 
partisan in that the reporter is likely to want to convey a positive message in 
support of his readers’ political affiliations.

• Source C challenges t h e  vi e w  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  Li n co l n  u se d  h i s o p e n i n g  
sp e e ch  ‘ i n  va i n  a t t e m p t s’  t o  e xt r i ca t e  h i m se l f  f r o m  t h e  d i f f i cu l t  p o si t i o n  
t h a t  D o u g l a s h a d  p l a ce d  h i m  i n  O t t a w a .  I t  d e scr i b e s h i s sp e e ch  a s b e i n g  
m a d e  u p  o f  ‘ l a m e  a n d  i n c o m p e t e n t ’  co n cl u si o n s.  I t  su g g e st s h e  d i d  n o t  
m e e t  t h e  e xp e ct a t i o n  o f  h i s f r i e n d s a n d  w a s n o  m a t ch  f o r  D o u g l a s.

Source C stands out on a limb from the other sources, referring to Lincoln’s 
Freeport speech as ‘lame and impotent’ while Douglas’s effort was ‘masterly’. 
It is difficult to believe that Source B and C are reporting on the same event. 
The fact that Douglas won the election against Lincoln in 1858 does indicate 
that this source may be more trustworthy but it is also equally partisan. Even 
though Lincoln was the compromise candidate for the Republicans in 1860, 
he did achieve victory against Douglas in the presidential election, which 
could also cast doubt on Source C’s enthusiastic portrayal of Douglas.

• Source D supports t h e  vi e w .  I t  r e f e r s t o  Li n co l n  a s a  ‘ m a n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ’ ,  
w h i ch  i s p r a i si n g  Li n co l n ’ s cr e d i t a b i l i t y a s a  l e a d e r .  I t  a l so  sp e a ks o f  h i s 
p o p u l a r  a p p e a l  w i t h  b o t h  D e m o cr a t s a n d  R e p u b l i ca n s,  w h i ch  co n t r a st s 
w e l l  w i t h  D o u g l a s w h o  i s  d e p i ct e d  a s a g g r e ssi ve  a n d  i n t i m i d a t i n g .
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Question Answer Marks

2( b ) Source D is full of praise for Lincoln’s ability to appeal to both Democrats 
and Republicans with his direct arguments. This expresses his enthusiasm 
about the new Republican Party, which gives some credence to the view 
that Lincoln had the talents to be a good leader of the party. Thus, there is 
independent support for the views of the two newspapers; the problem is that 
it is based on the memories of a professor writing nearly 60 years after the 
event. Lincoln’s subsequent success in winning the presidential election in 
1860 and his civil war victory might have clouded the judgement of this writer.

T h o u g h  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  so u r ce s su p p o r t  t h e  a sse r t i o n ,  t h e y a r e  a l l  i n  t h e i r  
w a ys u n r e l i a b l e .  Co n t e xt u a l  kn o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  d e b a t e s a n d  t h e i r  o u t co m e  
su p p o r t s Source C,  w h i ch  i s m o r e  r e l i a b l e  i n  ch a l l e n g i n g  t h e  a sse r t i o n .  
H o w e ve r ,  Source C i s j u st  a s p a r t i sa n  a s Sources A and B,  i f  o n  t h e  o t h e r  
si d e .  W e  n o w  kn o w  t h a t  Li n co l n  d i d  h a ve  a l l  t h e  ski l l s t o  b e  R e p u b l i ca n  l e a d e r .  
H o w e ve r ,  t h a t  w a s f a r  f r o m  e vi d e n t  i n  185 8.  

A cce p t  a n y o t h e r  va l i d  r e sp o n se s.

Question Answer Marks

3 ( a ) Compare and contrast Sources A and B as evidence of the USA’s 
attitude towards disarmament.

I n d i ca t i ve  co n t e n t

Differences between Source A and Source B include:

• Source A r e f l e ct s t h e  se l f - i n t e r e st  o f  t h e  USA  w h i l e  Source B p r e se n t s 
a  m u ch  m o r e  d i p l o m a t i c p i ct u r e  o f  t h e  USA  su p p o r t i n g  t h e  a i m s o f  t h e  
co n f e r e n ce .

• I n  Source A Sw a n so n ’ s a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s d i sa r m a m e n t  i s d e p i ct e d  a s 
n e g a t i ve  w h i l e  h e  a p p e a r s t o  b e  p o si t i ve  i n  Source B.  

Similarities include:

• Source A d e f e n d s t h e  r i g h t s o f  t h e  USA  a n d  B r i t a i n  ‘ t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  
m i g h t y w a r  f l e e t s’  a n d  i n  Source B Sw a n so n  i n d i r e ct l y r e co g n i se s t h a t ,  
l i ke  t h e  USA  i n  Source A,  so m e  co u n t r i e s w i l l  w a n t  t o  r e t a i n  a sp e ct s o f  
t h e i r  d e f e n ce .

• Source A su g g e st s t h a t  Sw a n so n  w a s p r e p a r e d  t o  co n si d e r  a r m s 
r e d u ct i o n  a n d  t h i s a g r e e s  w i t h  Source B w h e n  h e  su p p o r t s t h e  
a g r e e m e n t s t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  m a d e ;  st a t i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s ‘ e n co u r a g i n g ’  t h a t  
so m e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n s d i d  n o t  t h i n k t h a t  t h e  r e so l u t i o n  w e n t  f a r  e n o u g h .

Source A is a US newspaper report aimed at a US audience, which may be 
a better reflection of the USA’s true attitude and desire to act in the national 
interest. Source B was a press release by Swanson himself who wants to 
create a good impression of the USA as a supporter of arms limitation so 
may be less reliable. Both sources are from 1932 at the interim stage of the 
conference when no final decisions had been made. Both accounts are useful 
to gain the perspectives of the different authors. 

A cc e p t  a n y o t h e r  va l i d  r e sp o n se s.
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Question Answer Marks

3 ( b ) ‘The World Disarmament Conference was a failure.’ How far do the 
sources support this view? 

I n d i ca t i ve  co n t e n t

• Source A supports t h e  vi e w  a s Sw a n so n  d e f e n d e d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  US 
t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s ‘ m i g h t y’  w a r  f l e e t  a n d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  f l e e t  o f  b i g  su b m a r i n e s.  
H e  w a s o n l y p r e p a r e d  t o  m a ke  a  co n ce ssi o n  i f  a l l  su b m a r i n e s w e r e  
a b o l i sh e d .  

Source A was written before the conference ended so it does not reflect the 
final outcome. It was aimed at a US audience and as such, unlike Source 
B, did not need to be diplomatic in its approach. It implies that the USA was 
determined to put national interests first and its defence of Britain’s right to 
also maintain its fleet suggests that other countries would do the same. This 
source is more likely to be a true reflection of Swanson’s belief in maintaining 
a large US navy and his prediction that there would be a naval war in the 
Pacific between the US and Japan. 

Source B can be used on both sides of the argument

• Source B challenges t h e  vi e w .  Sw a n so n  i s ve r y p o si t i ve  a b o u t  t h e  
‘ su b st a n t i a l  a ch i e ve m e n t s w h i ch  g i ve  g r e a t  p r o m i se  f o r  su cce ss’  w h e n  
t h e  Co n f e r e n ce  r e co n ve n e s.  H e  r e f e r s t o  t h e  Co n f e r e n ce  p l e d g i n g  i t se l f  
t o  a  ‘ su b st a n t i a l  r e d u ct i o n  i n  l a n d ,  a i r  a n d  se a  a r m a m e n t s’ .  

• Source B supports t h e  vi e w  b e ca u se  i t  a l so  sh o w e d  t h a t  i t  h a d  d o u b t s.  
I t  w r i t e s o f  ‘ d i ve r se  i n t e r e st  a n d  va r i e d  n e e d s f o r  d e f e n ce ’  a n d  r e f e r s 
t o  t h e  ‘ a d ve r se  co n d i t i o n s’  u n d e r  w h i ch  t h e  Co n f e r e n c e  a sse m b l e d .  
I t  e xp r e sse s d o u b t  a b o u t  p l a n s f o r  t h e  co m p l e t e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  a l l  
b o m b a r d m e n t  f r o m  t h e  a i r  b y sa yi n g  ‘ p r o vi d e d  m e a n s ca n  b e  d e vi se d  
t o  m a ke  i t  e f f e ct i ve ’ .  So m e  co u n t r i e s w e r e  a l so  d i ssa t i sf i e d  a s t h e  d r a f t  
r e so l u t i o n  ‘ d i d  n o t  g o  f a r  e n o u g h ’ .  

Source B was written by Swanson to convey the idea that the US was in 
support of the Conference. It is positive in tone and was written for release 
to the world’s press at the end of the first phase of the Conference. Public 
opinion was desperate for it to succeed in the hope it would prevent another 
war and the American Representative wanted to present the US in a good 
light with a positive press release. However, his speech also hints that nothing 
is final with carefully chosen words; it gives no hint of any US commitment.

• Source C supports t h e  vi e w .  I t  i s a  B r i t i sh  ca r t o o n  p u b l i sh e d  a f t e r  t h e  
Co n f e r e n ce  a n d  m a ke s i t  q u i t e  cl e a r  t h a t  ‘ w e  h a ve  f a i l e d ’ .  T h e  ca r t o o n i st  
m o cks t h e  p o l i t i ci a n s sh o w i n g  t h e m  b l a m i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e .  H e  
d e p i ct s t h e  p e o p l e  a s sh e e p  w h o se  ‘ w a r l i ke  p a ssi o n s’  t h e y w e r e  u n a b l e  
t o  co n t r o l ;  h e n ce  h e  a d d s  t h e  ca p t i o n  ‘ t h e  Co n f e r e n ce  e xcu se s i t se l f ’ .  
A t  t h e  sa m e  t i m e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  r e p r e se n t a t i ve s o n  st a g e  a r e  d e p i ct e d  a s 
a g g r e ssi ve  a n d  u n co m p r o m i si n g .  T h e  ca r t o o n i st  i s b l a m i n g  t h e  p o l i t i ci a n s 
f o r  i t s f a i l u r e  b u t  t h e y a r e  f u l l  o f  e xcu se s.
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Question Answer Marks

3 ( b ) Source C is clearly based on the opinions of the artist, but his criticism of 
the politicians was also reflected in public opinion at the time. It depicts a 
very poor opinion of politicians who are prepared to blame anybody but 
themselves. Arguably, the failure of the Conference was evident by 1934 and 
subsequent events galvanised the opinion that the politicians were unable to 
control the ‘warlike passions’ of Germany, Italy and Japan.

• Source D supports t h e  vi e w .  I t  a r g u e s t h a t  t h e  co n f e r e n ce  w a s d o o m e d  
f r o m  t h e  st a r t  a n d  q u e st i o n s w h e t h e r  t h e  co n d i t i o n s e xi st e d  f o r  u l t i m a t e  
su cce ss.  I t  a l l u d e s t o  t h e  d i f f i cu l t  t i m e s d u r i n g  w h i ch  t h e  Co n f e r e n ce  w a s 
m e e t i n g ;  t h e r e  w a s p o l i t i ca l  u n r e st  a s w e l l  a s t h e  e co n o m i c d i f f i cu l t i e s 
ca u se d  b y t h e  d e p r e ssi o n .  T h e se  e ve n t s a l l  co n t r i b u t e d  t o  u n d e r m i n i n g  
t h e  co n f i d e n ce  o f  t h e  Co n f e r e n ce .  

Source D is the official Report of the World Disarmament Conference written 
in 1936 when there was no denying that it had failed. By this time Hitler was 
well on his way to rearming Germany. The refusal to allow him to be on a 
military par with other nations had led to him withdrawing from the League of 
Nations in 1933 and, according to the report, the circumstances of the time 
made any lasting agreement difficult to achieve. The report, therefore, comes 
across as a series of excuses blaming the circumstances of the time as well 
lack of preparation and ‘fruitless’ discussions for the ultimate failure of the 
Conference.

T h u s,  o n l y Source B o f f e r s a  d e g r e e  o f  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  Co n f e r e n ce  w i l l  r e a l i se  
so m e  o f  i t  a i m s b u t  se t s t h i s h o p e  i n  t h e  co n t e xt  o f  p r o b l e m s f a ci n g  t h e  w o r l d  
a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  Co n f e r e n ce  r e co n ve n e d  i n  Ja n u a r y 19 3 3 .  Source A su g g e st s 
t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  l a ck o f  su p p o r t  f o r  d i sa r m a m e n t  f r o m  so m e  n a t i o n s i m p l yi n g  
t h a t  i t  m a y f a i l .  Sources C and D r e f l e ct  o n  i t s f a i l u r e  a f t e r  t h e  Co n f e r e n ce  
h a d  e n d e d .

A cce p t  a n y o t h e r  va l i d  r e sp o n se s.
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